
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 17, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
“We need more hope. We need more mercy. And we need more justice.” 

— Bryan Stevenson, 
Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, 21st century 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“Here in This Place”         SPP 5 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: Let us open our ears, people of God,  
People: for God is speaking a Word among us.  
Liturgist: Let us open our minds, people of God,  
People: for the Spirit is moving in this place.  
Liturgist: Let us open our hearts, people of God, 
People: and worship the One who makes us whole. 
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*SONG OF GATHERING 
“Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling”     NCH 67 (1-4 only) 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of blessing and woe, 
you disturb the deadly order of the world: 
give us faith tested in poverty, 
hunger for what really satisfies, 
eyes softened by tears 
and hearts ready to laugh 
at all that is false and arrogant 
that we might be witnesses 
to the dignity of life; 
through Jesus Christ, 
who turns the world upside down 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist   Jeremiah 17.5-10 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah: 

 

Thus says God:  
   Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals  
       and make mere flesh their strength,  
       whose hearts turn away from God. 
   They shall be like a shrub in the desert,  
       and shall not see when relief comes.  
   They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,  
       in an uninhabited salt land. 
 

   Blessed are those who trust in God,  
      whose trust is the Eternal One. 
   They shall be like a tree planted by water,  
      sending out its roots by the stream.  
   It shall not fear when heat comes,  
      and its leaves shall stay green;  
   in the year of drought it is not anxious,  
      and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
   The heart is devious above all else;  
      it is perverse— 
      who can understand it? 
    I the Eternal One test the mind  
      and search the heart,  
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    to give to all according to their ways,  
      according to the fruit of their doings. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist    Psalm 1 
Liturgist: Those who reject evil and do what is right 
People: will find a deep and lasting joy. 
Liturgist: Those who reject the ways of hate and arrogance 
People: will find themselves drawn to God. 
Liturgist: They will always delight in the truth 
People: and rejoice in justice every day. 
Liturgist: They will be like trees planted near water, 
People: with deep roots that cannot be shaken. 
Liturgist: They will bear the fruit of righteousness 
People: and withstand any storm that may come. 
Liturgist: They will grow strong and tall 
People: and produce abundantly throughout their lives. 
Liturgist: Those who do evil will not stand. 
People: They will be overcome by righteousness. 
Liturgist: They are like trees that no longer bear fruit 
People: whose roots have become diseased and weak. 
Liturgist: They cannot withstand the storms that come 
People: and must be removed for the good of the grove. 
Liturgist: God frustrates the way of those do what is evil, 
People: but God watches over the way of all who do what is right. 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist    1 Corinthians 15.12-20 
Liturgist: A reading from the first letter of Paul to the church at Corinth: 

 

Now if we proclaim that Christ is risen from the dead, 
how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead? 
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 
and if Christ has not been raised, 
then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 
We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified of God that God raised Christ— 
whom God did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 
If the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 
If Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 
Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied. 
 

In fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 
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the first fruits of those who have died. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Canon of Praise”        Pachelbel/Hopson 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 6.17-26 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 

 

Jesus came down with the twelve disciples and stood on a level place, 
with a great crowd of followers 
and a great multitude of people 
from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. 
They had come to hear Jesus 
and to be healed of their diseases; 
and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 
All in the crowd were trying to touch Jesus, 
for power came out from Jesus and healed all of them. 
 

Then Jesus looked up at those gathered and said:  
   “Blessed are you who are poor,  
       for yours is the dominion of God.  
   Blessed are you who are hungry now,  
       for you will be filled.  
   Blessed are you who weep now,  
       for you will laugh. 
   Blessed are you when people hate you, 
    and when they exclude you, revile you, 
    and defame you on account of the Truly Human One. 
    Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 
    for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
    for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
    

"But woe to you who are rich,  
       for you have received your consolation. 
    Woe to you who are full now,  
       for you will be hungry.  
    Woe to you who are laughing now,  
       for you will mourn and weep. 
    Woe to you when all speak well of you,  
       for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets." 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
THE WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
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SERMON 
“Turning the World Upside Down”     The Rev. Wes Jamison 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit”     NCH 180 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor:  Holy One, 

in Jesus Christ you embody your care for all who suffer 
and invite us to share with you in the work of healing this world. 
Hear the prayers we offer for the church, the world, and all people. 
May your rule of love come, 

ALL:  and all creation be healed. 
 

Pastor: May we who profess faith in the way of Jesus 
reach out to people of all faiths and good will 
that we may bring blessings to the world. 
May your rule of love come, 

ALL:  and all creation be healed. 
 

Pastor: May we care for the earth 
and responsibly share the world entrusted to us. 
May your rule of love come, 

ALL:  and all creation be healed. 
 

Pastor: May those who lead and govern have wisdom and courage; 
may they do what is right, even when it is unpopular. 
May your rule of love come, 

ALL:  and all creation be healed. 
 

Pastor: May those who struggle in poverty, 
  who know the pains of hunger, 
  who wander homeless in search of safety, 
  who suffer from the wounds of hatred and violence 
  find healing in our work for a better world. 

May your rule of love come, 
ALL:  and all creation be healed. 

 

Pastor: May those who are ill, 
  those who are lonely, 
  and those who are overcome with despair 
  know the strength of your love 
  and the comfort of your people. 

May your rule of love come, 
ALL:  and all creation be healed. 

 

Pastor: May those who are facing the reality of death 
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  those have died, 
  and all who mourn 
  feel the comfort of your presence 
  and the compassion of your people. 
  Gather all of us into the fullness of your reign. 

May your rule of love come, 
ALL:  and all creation be healed. 

 

Pastor: Righteous One, 
  in Jesus Christ 
  you reject the values of this world 
  and embody a new and better way of being. 
  Help us to hear your words of blessing 
  and heed your words of warning 
  that we may join you in the work of reshaping this world 
  until it is made whole through the power of love 
  revealed in Jesus Christ, 

whose words bring life to us all 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may share your blessings with all 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
Prelude on "Slane"        Gordon Young 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE           “A Doxology for Epiphany”  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God the source of life and breath; 
Praise Christ, one born to conquer death; 

Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery: 
One God, pure grace, who sets us free. 

Amen. 
Words:  John A. Nelson, 2010 
Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

Used by permission. 
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Pastor: God of heaven and earth, 
  we give you thanks for the beauty of your world 

and the wonder of your grace. 
In Jesus Christ, you reveal your majestic glory 
and embody your vision of a world made whole. 

  Out of gratitude for your steadfast love 
and your endless provision, 
we offer you not only these gifts, 
but indeed our very lives with them. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
and upon all of us 
that we may become the risen body of Christ in this world 
reflecting the light of hope 
and sharing your goodness with all 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go out into the world 

and trust in the faithfulness of God. 
 Speak truth.  Embody compassion. 
 Live simply.  Love recklessly. 
 Transform the world through the power of hope. 
People: We go in peace to love and serve God 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“Community of Christ”        NCH 314 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Trumpet Tune”         Henry Purcell 
 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise and body and spirit. 


