
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
26th Sunday after Pentecost 

November 18, 2018 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"May God break my heart so completely 

that the whole world falls into it." 
— St. Theresa of Calcutta, 20th century 

 
 

PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”      Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
STEWARDSHIP VIDEO 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God, and rejoice in God’s presence! 
People: We have heard the call and we are here. 
Liturgist: Though nations may rise and fall, 
  though the earth may tremble in anxiety, 
  let us trust the One who is always faithful! 
People: We will sing out in joy 

to the One who sustains the world! 
 
SONG OF GATHERING 
“Jesus Shall Reign”       NCH 300 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Subversive God, 
you destroy 
the temples of power 
in which we would keep you 
trapped and tamed. 
Lead us through violent times, 
unafraid to speak for justice and peace, 
untempted by those 
who promise easy answers. 
May we follow the One alone 
who renews the world in love, 
that is Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who sits at your right hand 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist    Daniel 12.1-3 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of Daniel: 
 

"At that time Michael, the great prince, 
the protector of your people, shall arise. 
There shall be a time of anguish, 
such as has never occurred 
since nations first came into existence. 
At that time your people shall be delivered, 
everyone who is found written in the book. 
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 
Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, 
and those who lead many to righteousness, 
like the stars forever and ever." 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Read by Liturgist    based on Psalm 16 
Liturgist: Protect us, O God, 
People: for we take refuge in you;  
Liturgist: We have said to the Eternal One, 
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People:  “You are our God,  
the one whom we honor above all others.” 

Liturgist: We delight in the godly who are among us,  
People: in those who are compassionate and just. 
Liturgist: Those who worship false idols  
People: will find their lives falling apart. 
Liturgist: We will not bow before idols, 
People: nor offer our lives to their service. 
Liturgist: O God, you are everything to us;  
People: the One who saves us and sustains us. 
Liturgist: We have been born into a land of wealth;  
People: and have inherited great responsibility. 
Liturgist: We will bless you, the One who guides us;  
People: we hear your truth in our hearts day and night. 
Liturgist: We have fixed our eyes upon you, O God, upon you alone; 
People: because you are with us, we will not be shaken. 
Liturgist: Our hearts are filled with gratitude 

and our spirits sing out in joy;  
People: our bodies will also rest in hope. 
Liturgist: For you will not abandon us in death, 
People: nor let your holy ones endure the grave alone. 
Liturgist: You will show us the path of life;  
People: in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

and in your arms is an unshakeable peace. 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist     Hebrews 10.11-25 
Liturgist: A reading from Hebrews: 

 

Every priest stands day after day in service,  
offering again and again the same sacrifices 
that can never take away sins.  
When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
"the risen Christ sat down at the right hand of God," 
and since then has been waiting 
"until all enemies would be brought under subjection." 
Through a single offering 
Christ has perfected for all time 
those who are sanctified. 
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us, 
for after saying, 
"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
says Eternal One: 
I will put my laws in their hearts, 
and I will write them on their minds," 
and also adds, 
"I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." 
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Where there is forgiveness of these, 
there is no longer any offering for sin. 
Therefore, my friends, 
since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
through the sacrificial life of Jesus, 
by the new and living way 
that opened for us through the curtain 
(that is, through the flesh), 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
let us approach with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for the one who has promised is faithful. 
Let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 
not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the day of reconciliation approaching. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Hear Our Thankful Praise”      Hal Hopson/G. F. Handel 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Mark 13.1-8 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Mark: 

 

As Jesus came out of the temple, 
one of the disciples said to him, 
"Look, Teacher, 
what large stones 
and what enormous buildings!" 
Then Jesus asked the disciple, 
"Do you see these great buildings? 
Not one stone will be left here upon another; 
they will all be destroyed." 
 

Later, when Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives 
opposite the temple, 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 
"Tell us, when will this be, 
and what will be the sign 
that all these things are about to happen?" 
Then Jesus began to speak, 
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"Beware that no one leads you astray. 
Many will come in my name 
and say, 'I am he!' 
and they will lead many astray. 
When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
do not be alarmed; 
this must take place, 
but the end is still to come. 
For nation will rise against nation, 
and community against community; 
there will be earthquakes in various places; 
there will be famines. 
This is only the beginning of the labor pains." 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S CIRCLE 
 
SERMON 
“Finding Our Footing”      The Rev. Wes Jamison, OCC 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Now Bless the God of Israel”       NCH 110 

 
THE DEDICATION OF THE NEW PIANO 

 
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE adapted from Psalm 150 
Pastor: Praise God in the sanctuary 

and throughout creation! 
People: Praise God for all that God has done, 

and for steadfast faithfulness and love! 
Pastor: Praise the Eternal One with percussion and dance, 

with stringed instruments and pipes! 
Pastor: Praise the Eternal One with brass 

and clanging cymbals! 
ALL:  Let everything that breathes praise God! 
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
Pastor: We are called to praise God 

with everything we have 
and everything we are 
in gratitude for God’s steadfast love and faithfulness. 
We offer our praise not only with our words and actions, 
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but with every form of art 
and even with silence. 
Music has always been a powerful and important part 
of the worship of God’s people. 
We pause to give thanks to God 
for the instruments that aid us in our worship 
and to bless them, 
recognizing that they are gifts to us. 
We offer our gratitude to God 
for those who have given them to us 
and for those who offer their gifts 
in using these instruments 
to inspire us, challenge us, and comfort us 
as we serve the living God. 

 
WORDS OF GRATITUDE TO THE GIVER 
Pastor: We give thanks to Joe Fortin for the gift of this piano, 

for his generosity, dedication, and commitment to this church. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 
The director of music may play a short piece demonstrating the piano’s sound. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Pastor: Eternal God, 

we give you thanks for this piano 
and for the one who has given it to us. 
May this instrument inspire our praise of you, 
may its sounds inspire us, comfort us, challenge us, 
and move us in ways that defy description. 
Bless this instrument 
that it may aid our worship 
for years to come 
and bless our brother, Joe, 
who has so generously given it to us. 
Through our worship 
and our fellowship 
draw us ever closer to you 
and to each other 
that we may become more and more like Jesus, 
who inspires all of our praise 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Pastor: May this instrument be a blessing to all who enter this space 

and may it always inspire our praise of the Living God: 
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the Creator, the Christ, and the Holy Comforter. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: Trusting in the One whose promises are certain, 

let us join our hearts and minds in prayer, 
saying, 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Source of all wisdom, 
the nations are fraught with anxiety and fear, 
and violence is all around us. 
Guide all peoples in the way of peace,,, 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God of the covenant, 
your church is divided by disputes and mistrust. 
Soothe our angry spirits and reconcile us to your will,,, 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Creator of the cosmos, 
we are killing your creation with our toxic ways. 
Restore your good Earth 
and make us better stewards 
of all you have entrusted to us,,, 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Fount of compassion, 
your children suffer from despair and disease. 
Heal us, we pray, and make us whole,,, 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Source of all life, 
in spite of your promises, 
we fear death 
and cannot help but grieve for those we have lost. 
Comfort us, and restore our hope,,, 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
you know our needs even before we ask. 
Hear now the prayer we offer 
in the silence of our hearts,,, 
God, in your mercy, 
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ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Keep us, O God, in the sure and certain hope 
of your providential care 
and guide us in your ways of justice, peace, and love, 
until that day when we welcome Jesus Christ, 
to rule over all 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may help usher in the reign of God, 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“The Evening Star”     Richard Wagner/Arr. Edwin H. Lemare 
 
SONG OF PRAISE     “A New Doxology”   OLD HUNDREDTH 

All creatures lift your praises high! 
Praise God in earth and sea and sky; 

In one great chorus, all your days 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit praise. 

Amen. 
Words:  Paula Meador Testerman, 2017 

Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
Used by permission 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
we give you thanks 
for the beauty and diversity of your good creation, 
for your faithful care of all that you have made, 
and most especially for your love in Jesus Christ, 
who teaches us 
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to have faith in the face of great turmoil 
and to live with compassion in the midst of change 
that we may embody your love, your truth, and your justice. 
In gratitude for all your many blessings, 
we offer you these gifts 
and with them our very lives 
for the work of your holy church. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon all that we offer 
that we may continue the healing work of Jesus. 

ALL:   Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go out into the world with courage, 

filled with an unwavering trust in God. 
Speak the truth, 
act with compassion, 
listen with grace, 
and above all, embody love, 
that the world may find in you great hope. 

People:   We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
SONG OF PARTING 
“Now Thank We All Our God”       NCH 419 



10 

 

 
BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Now Thank We All Our God”   Johann Sebastian Bach/Arr. Virgil Fox 


