
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 21, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"In the name of God, stop a moment, 
cease your work, look around you." 

—Leo Tolstoy, 19th century Russian writer 
 

PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today’s Hymns”      Joel Gary 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to stand for the song of centering. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“All Are Welcome”        TUNE:  Two Oaks 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
Words and Music by Marty Haugen, 1994. 

Used by permission. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 

let us hear the call of God 
to stop and rest. 

People: We have come to praise God. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 
  let us rest in the presence of Jesus, 
  who teaches us how to truly live. 
People: We have come to learn the ways of Jesus. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 
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  let us rejoice in the community of the Holy Spirit 

who heals our tired bodies 
and renews our weary souls. 

People: We have come to be transformed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“We Love Your Realm, O God”      NCH 312 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of overwhelming wisdom, 
you gave us Jesus our teacher 
to question the roles we play, 
the submissions we enforce: 
may your living truth 
free us from the lie of exclusion 
and make us all 
learners and doers of your word; 
through Jesus Christ, educator and liberator 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING Read by Liturgist   Genesis 18.1-10a 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of Genesis: 
 

God appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, 
as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 
Abraham looked up and saw three individuals standing near him. 
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, 
bowed down to the ground, and said, 
"Honored visitors, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 
Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, 
and rest yourselves under the tree. 
Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, 
and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant." 
So they said, "Do as you have said." 
Abraham ran into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
"Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour— 
knead it and make cakes." 
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, 
and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. 
Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, 
and set it before them; 
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and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
 

They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" 
"There, in the tent," he replied. 
Then one said, "I will surely return to you in due season, 
and your wife Sarah shall have a son." 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Read by Liturgist    based on Psalm 15 
Liturgist: Who may enter the presence of God 
People: and stand before the Eternal and Everlasting One? 
Liturgist: Only those who do what is right and good and just, 
People: who, from the depths of their hearts, 

dare to speak truth to power; 
Liturgist: only those who renounce the culture of lies 
People: and refuse to exploit those who are vulnerable; 
Liturgist: only those who treat others with kindness and respect, 
People: who honor the inherent worth and dignity of all people; 
Liturgist: only those who despise and reject all that is evil 
People: and who pursue the ways of justice and peace; 
Liturgist: only those who honor God with their lives 
People: and embody faithfulness and compassion; 
Liturgist: only those who are willing to sacrifice to do what is right 
People: and offer their lives in service to God and others; 
Liturgist: only those refuse to take advantage of others 
People: and who generously share what has been entrusted to them. 
Liturgist: These are the people who may stand before God 
People: and know that they have done their best. 
 
SECOND READING  Read by Liturgist  Colossians 1.15-28 
Liturgist: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Colossae: 
 

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 
in Christ all things in heaven and on earth were created, 
things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers— 
all things have been created through Christ and for Christ. 
Christ is before all things, and in Christ all things hold together. 
Christ is the head of the body, the church; 
Christ is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
so that Christ might come to have first place in everything. 
In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through Christ God was pleased to reconcile all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, 
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by making peace through the faithfulness of that led to the cross. 
 

You who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
Christ has now reconciled by the embodiment of faithfulness, 
so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before God— 
provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, 
without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. 
I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 
 

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, 
and in my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ's afflictions 
for the sake of Christ’s body, that is, the church. 
I became its servant according to God's commission 
that was given to me for you, 
to make the word of God fully known, 
the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations 
but has now been revealed to the saints. 
To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles 
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
It is Christ whom we proclaim, 
warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, 
so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
*GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 10.38-42 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

Now as Jesus and the disciples went on their way, 
they entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha welcomed Jesus into her home. 
She had a sister named Mary, 
who sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to what he was saying. 
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; 
so she came to Jesus and asked, 
"Teacher, do you not care 
that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 
Tell her then to help me." 
Jesus answered her, 
"Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 
there is need of only one thing. 
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Mary has chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken away from her." 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Hurry Up and Relax!”      The Rev. Dr. Wes Jamison 
 
The liturgist invites the congregation to stand for the song of response. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“When Peace Like a River”      NCH 438 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Pastor: Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,  

we pray for the fulfillment of God’s promise,  
saying: In faith, O God, 

ALL:  we seek your grace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Hold us together as the body of Christ,  
and let us know the mind of Christ our head,  
so that we may seek your will on earth.  
In faith, O God, 

ALL:  we seek your grace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
Stop the destructive tracks of those  
who trample upon those who are poor and in need  
and bring ruin to your good creation.  
In faith, O God, 

ALL:  we seek your grace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Help us to show your hospitality  
to the visitors and strangers among us,  
feeding and serving them with love.  
In faith, O God, 

ALL:  we seek your grace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . .  
Help us to bear the burdens of those  



6 

 
 

who are weary from their life and labor.  
Let them find rest and peace in you.  
In faith, O God, 

ALL:  we seek your grace.  
 

Pastor: Strengthen us to run the race that is before us,  
laying aside the heavy burdens of sin and death  
and following the pioneer and perfecter of our faith:  
Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Lord 
who leads us in this journey of faith 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PEACE 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may offer a gracious space of hospitality to all 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
Largo from Symphony #9 (New World)   Arr. Antonin Dvorak 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE     “A New Doxology”   OLD HUNDREDTH 

All creatures lift your praises high! 
Praise God in earth and sea and sky; 

In one great chorus, all your days 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit praise. 

Amen. 
Words:  Paula Meador Testerman, 2017 

Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
Used by permission 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
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People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
we give you thanks 
for the beauty and diversity of your good creation, 
for your faithful care of all that you have made, 
and most especially for your love in Jesus Christ, 
reminds us to care for our own bodies, minds, and hearts, 
that we may care for others. 
In gratitude for all your many blessings, 
we offer you these gifts 
and with them our very lives 
for the work of your holy church. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon all that we offer 
that we may continue the healing work of Jesus. 

ALL:   Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*CHARGE  Liturgist 
Liturgist: Go now, trusting in God’s steadfast love 

and always giving thanks. 
Do not be worried or distracted, 
nor forsake the hope promised in the gospel, 
but choose the better way, 



8 

 
 

uprooting injustice 
and proclaiming the way of Christ with all wisdom. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
  in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“O Christ, the Great Foundation”      NCH 387 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go now with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Coronation March”        Giacomo Meyerbeer 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body or spirit. 


