
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 20, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"To get the full value of joy you must have someone with whom to share it." 

—Mark Twain, 19th century 
 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“Here in This Place”         SPP 5 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist:  Come, people of God! 
  Come and celebrate the goodness of God! 
People: We have heard the call and we are here. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God! 
  Come and give thanks 

for love made known in abundance! 
People: We will praise the One who brings the light of joy. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God! 
  Come and share in the celebration! 
People: We offer our lives to the praise and service of God! 
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*SONG OF GATHERING 
“Immoral, Invisible, God Only Wise”     NCH 1 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of the wedding day, 
passion of joining 
and spirit of festival: 
take our hearts of stone 
and flood them with new wine 
that we might savor ordinary miracles 
given to sense and taste, 
through Jesus Christ, the Winemaker, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist    Isaiah 65.1-5 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of Isaiah: 

 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
   and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 
until its vindication shines out like the dawn, 
   and its salvation like a burning torch. 
 

The nations shall see your vindication, 
   and all the rulers your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new name 
   that the Eternal One will give. 
 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of God, 
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your maker. 
You shall no more be called Forsaken, 
   and your land shall no more be known as Desolate; 
but you shall be called the Delight of God, 
   and your land known as the beloved partner of God; 
for God delights in you, 
   and your land shall be the companion of God. 
For as a young person marries a beloved, 
   so shall your builder marry you, 
and as one rejoices in marrying one’s beloved, 
   so shall your God rejoice over you. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist    Psalm 36.5-10 
Liturgist: Your love, O GOD, reaches to the heavens,  

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
People: Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,  

your justice like the great deep; 
you save humankind and animals, O GOD. 

Liturgist: How priceless is your love, O God! 
All people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 

People: They feast upon the abundance of your house; 
you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

Liturgist: For with you is the well of life,  
and in your light we see light. 

People: Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you,  
and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist    1 Corinthians 12.1-11 
Liturgist: A reading from the first letter of Paul to the church at Corinth: 

 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, my kindred, 
I do not want you to be uninformed. 
You know that when you were outside of the church, 
you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 
Therefore I want you to understand 
that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let Jesus be cursed!" 
and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
to another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 
to another the working of miracles, 
to another prophecy, 
to another the discernment of spirits, 
to another various kinds of tongues, 
to another the interpretation of tongues. 
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 



4 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“I Sing the Praise of Love Almighty”     NCH 50 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    John 2.1-11 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to John: 

 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, 
and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, 
"They have no wine." 
Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? 
My hour has not yet come." 
His mother said to the servants, 
"Do whatever he tells you." 
 

Now standing there were six stone water jars 
for the Jewish rites of purification, 
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
Jesus said to them, 
"Fill the jars with water." 
They filled them up to the brim. 
He said to them, 
"Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward." 
So they took it. 
When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, 
and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the steward called the host and said, 
"Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. 
You have kept the good wine until now." 
 

Jesus did this, the first of the signs, in Cana of Galilee, 
and revealing glory; 
and the disciples began to believe. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
THE WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Celebrating the Abundance of God’s Goodness”   The Rev. Wes Jamison 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
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*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Come, O Fount of Every Blessing”     NCH 459 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: United as one body in Christ, 
  let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all those who are in need 
saying: 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the church. 
  Strength all who lead your people in ministry. 

Pour out your Spirit and make us bold 
to proclaim your reign of mercy and justice. 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the earth. 
  Bless vineyards and orchards, 

fields and gardens, 
urban parks and wilderness areas. 
Fill the earth with your abundance 
and provide for the needs of all living things. 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the nations. 
  Guide leaders and decision makers 
  toward the well-being of all in their care. 

Strengthen those who work to uphold human rights 
for the sake of the dignity of all people. 
Shelter communities threatened by violence 
and show us the way of peace. 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those who are in need. 
  We pray for those who face a scarcity of resources 

and those who struggle with debt 
We pray for all who suffer with chronic pain, 
all who grieve, 
and all who are ill. 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for this community of faith. 
  Transform us and fill us with your life, 

so that we may pour out your love in service to the world. 
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Bless all who work to provide food, shelter, and hope for others. 
God, in your mercy, 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Hear the prayers we offer now 
  in the silence of our hearts… 

God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died in faith. 
  Inspire us by their witness 
  and unite us all in the light of your eternal presence. 

God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Holy One, 
  you have created a world of abundance 
  and commanded us to share that goodness. 
  Transform us by the power of your Holy Spirit 
  that we may celebrate the life that is ours 
  and reach out in love to all who struggle 
  that they may know the depths of your grace 
  through Jesus Christ, who brings life and joy to all. 
 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that all may share in the abundance of creation 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Sheep May Safely Graze”      Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE           “A Doxology for Epiphany”  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God the source of life and breath; 
Praise Christ, one born to conquer death; 

Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery: 
One God, pure grace, who sets us free. 

Amen. 
Words:  John A. Nelson, 2010 
Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

Used by permission. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Pastor: God of heaven and earth, 
  we give you thanks for the beauty of your world 

and the wonder of your grace. 
In Jesus Christ, you reveal the depths of your love 
and the extravagance of your abundance. 

  Out of gratitude for your steadfast love 
and your endless provision, 
we offer you not only these gifts, 
but indeed our very lives with them. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
and upon all of us 
that we may become the risen body of Christ in this world 
reflecting the light of hope 
and sharing your goodness with all. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go now to share the truth of God’s healing love with all. 
 Do not keep silent!  Sing out with joy! 
 Work together as the one body of Christ 
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to share the joy of this life 
and the abundance of God’s provision with everyone.  

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
SONG OF PARTING 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”      NCH 304 
 
BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Menuet Gothique” from Suite Gothique     Leon Boellmann 


