
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 16, 2018 
A Service of Word and Sacrament 

 

 
"Love always precedes repentance. 

Divine love is a catalyst for our turning, our healing. 
Where fear and threat may gain our compliance, 

love captures our heart. 
It changes the heavy burden of the 'have-to's' of imposed obedience 

to the 'get-to's,' a joyful response to the genuine love of God." 
—Michael M. Rose, 21st century 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Leader: We light this candle 

as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
People: In Christ there is life and light for all people. 
Here the leader lights the first front blue candle. 
Leader: Now lift up your heads and rejoice: 

your redeemer is drawing near. 
Here the leader lights the second front blue candle. 

Prepare the way of the Holy One! 
All flesh will see the salvation of God. 

Here the leader lights the pink candle. 
Christ has come to baptize us 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

ALL:  Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth! 

 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
SONG OF CENTERING 
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“Waiting for You”        SPP 20 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: Rejoice, people of God! 
  God hears our prayers 
  and reaches out to us with healing love. 
People: We will rejoice in the One who gives us life! 
Liturgist: Rejoice, people of God! 
  God welcomes us 

and nourishes us with extravagant grace. 
People: We will rejoice in the One who offers us mercy! 
Liturgist: Rejoice, people of God! 
  God bathes us in hope 
  and leads us along the way of transformation. 
People: We will rejoice in the One who never gives up on us! 
 
SONG OF GATHERING 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       NCH 116 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of flood and fire, 
calling us to turn 
from dead halls 
echoing with greed: 
may the gift of your Spirit 
come to us from another place, 
burning with life 
and a hope that will not be quenched; 
through Jesus Christ, 
the one who is to come 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist    Zephaniah 3.14-20 
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Liturgist: A reading from the book of Zephaniah: 
 

Sing aloud, O Zion, my child; 
   shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
   O Jerusalem, my beloved offspring! 
God has taken away the judgments against you 
   and turned away your enemies. 
The Sovereign of Israel, the Eternal One, is in your midst; 
   you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
   Do not fear, O Zion; 
     do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Eternal One, your God, is in your midst, 
   the One who is always victorious; 
God will rejoice over you with gladness, 
   and will renew you in divine love; 
God will exult over you with loud singing 
   as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
   so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
I will deal with all your oppressors 
   at that time. 
And I will save those who are lame 
   and gather those who have been cast out, 
and I will transform their shame into praise 
   and make them renowned in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you home, 
   at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned 
and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
   before your eyes, says God. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Cantor    Isaiah 12.2-6 
Refrain: Cry out with joy and gladness: 

for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel. 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist    Philippians 4.4-7 
Liturgist: A reading from Philippians: 

 

Rejoice in Jesus Christ always; 
again I will say, Rejoice. 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
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Our Savior and Lord is near. 
Do not worry about anything, 
but in everything 
by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 
The peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Hark, a Thrilling Voice”     Edward Caswall/Ian Higginson 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 3.7-18 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 

 

John said to the crowds 
that came out to be baptized, 
"You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Do not begin to say to yourselves, 
'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; 
for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones 
to raise up children for Abraham. 
Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down 
and thrown into the fire." 
 

The crowds asked John, 
"What then should we do?" 
John replied, 
"Whoever has two coats 
must share with anyone who has none; 
and whoever has food must do likewise." 
Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked John, 
"Teacher, what should we do?" 
John said to them, 
"Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." 
Soldiers also asked John, 
"And we, what should we do?” 
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John said to them, 
"Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, 
and be satisfied with your wages." 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, 
and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 
John answered all of them by saying, 
"I baptize you with water; 
but one who is more powerful than I am is coming; 
whose sandals I am not worthy even to untie. 
The one who is coming will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
This one comes with winnowing-fork is in hand, 
to clear the threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into the granary; 
but the chaff will be burned with unquenchable fire." 
 

So, with many other exhortations, 
John proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S CIRCLE 
 
SERMON 
“Discovering the Depths of God’s Grace”    The Rev. Wes Jamison, OCC 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“With Joy Draw Water”       NCH 109 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: Trusting in the steadfast love of the Lord,  

let us pray for the fulfillment of God’s promises,  
saying: Emmanuel, come; 

ALL:  O come and save us.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Help us to bear fruit worthy of repentance,  
seeking what is true, fair, and right,  
and proclaiming your good news to all.  
Emmanuel, come; 

ALL:  O come and save us.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
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Remove all disaster and destruction from us;  
bring those who oppress others and do violence to justice.  
and restore the fortunes of those who are poor.  
Emmanuel, come; 

ALL:  O come and save us.  
 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Enable those who live in fear and danger  
to trust in you and not be afraid.  
Be near to all who call on your name.  
Emmanuel, come; 

ALL:  O come and save us.  
 

Pastor: We pray for our loved ones . . .  
Guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus  
so that they may know your peace, O God,  
the peace that passes understanding.  
Emmanuel, come; 

ALL:  O come and save us.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the forgiveness of our sins… 
  Help us to truly repent of the wrong we have done 
  and the good we have left undone. 
  Cleanse us thoroughly with the waters of your grace 
  that we may be filled with your Holy Spirit 
  and consumed by the fire of your love. 

Emmanuel, come; 
ALL:  O come and save us.  
 

Pastor: Come quickly, Emmanuel, in power and glory,  
to establish your realm of justice and peace;  
and make us ready, on the day of redemption,  
to stand before you, our Savior and Lord.  

ALL:  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance 
and prepare the way for God’s coming reign, 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
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“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”     Arr. James Southbridge 
 
SONG OF PRAISE          “An Incarnational Doxology”  O WALY WALY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
One God, Triune, whom we adore. 

Amen. 
Words:  United Church of Christ Book of Worship, 1986 

Music:  Traditional English Folk Tune 
Used by permission 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Pastor: All things come from you, O God, 
  and with gratitude we return to you 
  a portion of what you have entrusted to us. 
  Bless these gifts 

and those who have given them 
that we may share what we have 
with all who are in need 
and ready the world 
for the coming of your holy reign 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE              Pastor 
Pastor: This is the table of Jesus Christ, 

a place of hope and healing. 
Come, for all who long for a better world 
will find their hope renewed at this table. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              Pastor 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Open your hearts. 
People: We open them to God and to each other. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you are coming in the fire of love 
to baptize your people and gather them home. 
 

In love, you created the earth and its inhabitants 
and sent faithful prophets like your servant John,  
to call us, and all of your children, 
to turn to you and bear the fruits of justice and mercy. 
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In your child, Jesus, you made your home in our midst. 
Liberating those who were lame 
and gathering those who were cast out, 
Jesus confronted our oppressors 
and lifted us from shame to honor. 
When Jesus was betrayed and killed 
you raised our Savior to eternal life. 
Now, as the day of Christ’s coming draws near, 
we are plunged into the depths of your love 
by the Holy Spirit whose fires restore us, 
renew us in love, and banish our fear, 
so that we might praise you forever 
through lives of justice and mercy 
and draw freely from the well of your salvation. 
 

Therefore, with all whom you have made, 
cherished, and called, 
with all who hunger for the beloved community of your reign, 
and refuse to rest until all your children are fed, 
with the broken saints and redeemed sinners of all the ages, 
we join the unending song of praise: 

 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might. 
Holy, holy holy Lord, God of pow’r and might. 
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, most Holy One, embodied in Jesus. 
On that night before death, 
Jesus took bread and gave you thanks. 
Jesus broke it, gave it to the disciples and said, 
“Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this to remember me. “ 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup and gave you thanks. 
Jesus gave it to them and said, “Drink this. 
It is my blood of the new covenant, 
given for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 

And so we affirm the mystery of our faith: 
 

ALL:  Dying, Christ destroyed death. 
Rising, Christ restores life. 
Living, Christ will come to make all things new. 

 

Pastor: Send down your Holy Spirit 
on these gifts of bread and wine, 
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that they may know 
the living presence of Jesus Christ; 
healing, forgiving, and making us whole. 
Send down your Holy Spirit upon us as well, 
that as these elements 
become for us the living presence of Christ, 
so may we become for you, your body, 
loving and caring for all that you have made, 
that your just and peaceful realm may come 
through your holy church. 
 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD              Pastor 
The celebrant breaks the bread. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“I am the bread of life.” 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

The celebrant pours the cup. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

The celebrant holds the elements before the people. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“Come to me and never be hungry; 
believe in me and never thirst.” 
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ALL:  And so we come. 
 
The servers will come forward as the choir is being served. 
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
As the host is given. 
Server: The body of Christ given for you. 
Recipient: Amen. 
 

As the cup is given. 
Server: The blood of Christ given for you. 
Recipient: Amen. 
 
SONG OF COMMUNION 
“Come, to Tend God’s Garden”       NCH 586 
 
PRAYER FOR COMMITMENT              Pastor 
Pastor: Healing One, 

we give you thanks 
that you have fed us 
with your very presence 
in this sacred meal. 
Nourished by your love, 
send us into the world 
filled with hope, peace, and joy, 
that we may proclaim your coming reign 
and work for a more just, loving, and peaceful world 
through Jesus Christ, 
whose coming we await 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go now and rejoice in Christ always. 

Do not be afraid or worried about anything, 
but in everything trust God and pray. 
Bear fruits worthy of repentance, 
sharing what you have 
and being gentle with all. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
SONG OF PARTING 
“Give Up Your Anxious Pains”       NCH 404 
 
BLESSING       Pastor 
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Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 
the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
Prelude And Fugato On “Crusader’s Hymn”    Gordon Young 


