
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 22, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"We are to reach through this passing world 

to embrace the coming world of God's kingdom." 
—The Rev. Dr. David Ewart, United Church of Canada, 21st century 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today’s Hymns”      Joel Gary 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to stand for the song of centering. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“All Are Welcome”        TUNE:  Two Oaks 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 
Words and Music by Marty Haugen, 1994. 

Used by permission. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
Liturgist: Worldly pursuits of wealth and notoriety lead to dead ends; 
People: the way of Christ leads by love. 
Liturgist: Worldly measures of success lead to busier, hectic lives; 
People: the way of Christ leads to justice and peace. 
Liturgist: Slow down, consider that for which you are living. 
People: If we live for God and for others, 

we will find ourselves. 
Liturgist: Come, join the way of Christ, 

love one another and care for the needs of others. 
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People: We have come to worship God, 

who leads us into true life. 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“You Servants of God, Your Sovereign Proclaim”     NCH 305 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of unexpected judgement, 
finding grace in that which is devious 
and compromised: 
free us from the certainty 
of having you in our grip 
that a better wealth may flow 
through our open hands; 
because of Jesus Christ, the Currency of Life, 
who transforms us by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING Read by Liturgist   Amos 8.4-7 
Liturgist: A reading from the prophet Amos: 
 

Listen to this, 
you who rob those who are poor 
    and trample down those who are needy! 
You can’t wait for the Sabbath day to be over 
    and the religious festivals to end 
    so you can get back to cheating those who are helpless. 
You measure out grain with dishonest measures 
    and cheat the buyer with fixed scales. 
You mix the grain you sell 
    with chaff swept from the floor. 
Then you enslave poor people 
    for one piece of silver or a pair of sandals. 
Now God has sworn this oath 
    by the Divine name, the Pride of Israel: 
“I will never forget  the wicked things you have done! 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist    Psalm 113 
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Liturgist: Praise God! 
  All you who serve the living God, 
  bow down before the Eternal One. 
People: We will worship the One 

who has made all things 
  and sustains the universe through love. 
Liturgist: Sing the praises of the One 

whose love cannot be broken, 
  whose faithfulness is trustworthy. 
People: We will give thanks to God 

through every moment of every day 
from the moment we rise to the moment we retire. 

Liturgist: Let all creation sing the praises of God. 
People: Let the songs of gratitude resound throughout the earth. 
Liturgist: God is a faithful and just ruler 
  whose reign is marked by compassion; 
People: whose mercy can never be surpassed 
  and whose love can never be lost. 
Liturgist: Nothing can compare to God; 
People: no other power is as good and merciful as God. 
Liturgist: God has come to us 
  and shared our struggles and our joys. 
People: God has lifted those who are poor from the dust 
  and raised those who are lowly to places of privilege. 
Liturgist: God has brought down those who are powerful 
  and seated them with those who are vulnerable. 
People: God has brought equality to the world 
  and established justice for all people. 
Liturgist: God has brought near those who were far off 
  and given joy to those who were drowning in despair. 
People: God has given families to those who were alone 
  and children to those who could not conceive. 
Liturgist: God has made us all one human family 
People: and established a community of love. 
Liturgist: Sing your praise to God! 
People: We will worship God now and through eternity! 
 
SECOND READING  Read by Liturgist  1 Timothy 2.1-7 
Liturgist: A reading from the first letter to Timothy: 

 

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. 
Ask God to help them; 
intercede on their behalf, 
and give thanks for them. 
Pray this way for rulers and all who are in authority 
so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives 
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marked by godliness and dignity. 
This is good and pleases God our Savior, 
who wants everyone to be saved 
and to understand the truth. 
 

There is one God and one Mediator 
who can reconcile God and humanity—Jesus the Christ. 
Jesus gave his life to ensure freedom for everyone. 
This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time. 
I have been chosen as a preacher and apostle 
to teach the Gentiles this message about faith and truth. 
I’m not exaggerating—just telling the truth. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
*GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 16.1-13 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

Jesus told this story to the disciples: 
“There was a certain rich man 
who had a manager handling his affairs. 
One day a report came 
that the manager was wasting his employer’s money. 
The employer called the manager in and said, 
‘What’s this I hear about you? 
Get your report in order, 
because you are going to be fired!’ 
 

“The manager thought to himself, 
‘Now what? 
My boss is going to fire me. 
I don’t have the strength to dig ditches, 
and I’m too proud to beg. 
Ah! I know how to ensure that I’ll have plenty of friends 
who will give me a home when I am fired.’ 
 

 “So he invited each person who owed money to his employer 
to come and discuss the situation. 
He asked the first one, 
‘How much do you owe my boss?’ 
The man replied, 
‘I owe him 800 gallons of olive oil.’ 
So the manager told him, 
‘Take the bill and quickly change it to 400 gallons.’ 
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“‘How much do you owe my employer?’ he asked the next one. 
‘I owe him 1,000 bushels of wheat,’ was the reply. 
‘Here,’ the manager said, ‘take the bill and change it to 800 bushels.’ 
 

“The rich man had to admire the dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. 
 

It is true that the children of this world are shrewder 
in dealing with the world around them 
than are the children of hope. 
 

Here’s the lesson: 
Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. 
Then, when your possessions are gone, 
they will welcome you to an eternal home. 
 

“If you are faithful in little things, 
you will be faithful in large ones. 
If you are dishonest in little things, 
you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. 
If you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? 
If you are not faithful with other people’s things, 
why should you be trusted with things of your own? 
 

 “No one can serve two leaders. 
You will hate one and love the other; 
you will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
VIDEO 
 
SERMON 
“It’s Always about Relationships”     The Rev. Dr. Wes Jamison 
 
The liturgist invites the congregation to stand for the song of response. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Take My Life, God Let it Be”     NCH 448 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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Pastor: Trusting in the power of God to deliver us,  

let us offer our prayers the church, the world, and all people,  
saying: 
God our Savior, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Help us to proclaim the gospel message,  
so that all will desire your saving love  
and come to the knowledge of your truth.  
God our Savior, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
Heal the destruction of the land.  
Put an end to war and violence.  
Pour out your mercy and peace.  
God our Savior, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Deliver us from our evil ways—  
cheating those who are poor, 
ignoring injustice,  
exploiting those who are most vulnerable.  
God our Savior, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . .  
Look with kindness and compassion  
on all who look to you for help.  
Raise them up from the dust of despair.  
God our Savior, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Merciful and mighty God, as you are one,  
make us one with you through Jesus Christ,  
whom you have sent to redeem us 
and to restore all creation 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PEACE 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Moved by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may be faithful and generous stewards 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Rondo”         Henry Purcell 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE     “A New Doxology”   OLD HUNDREDTH 

All creatures lift your praises high! 
Praise God in earth and sea and sky; 

In one great chorus, all your days 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit praise. 

Amen. 
Words:  Paula Meador Testerman, 2017 

Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
Used by permission 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
we give you thanks 
for the beauty and diversity of your good creation, 
for your faithful care of all that you have made, 
and most especially for your love in Jesus Christ, 
who comes to liberate us from our love of comfort 
and to lead us into lives of generosity and sacrifice 
that bring hope to all who live in despair. 
In gratitude for all your many blessings, 
we offer you these gifts 
and with them our very lives 
for the work of your holy church. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon all that we offer 
that we may continue the healing work of Jesus. 

ALL:   Amen. 
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*THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*CHARGE  Liturgist 
Liturgist: Go now to follow the way of Jesus 

and continue to offer prayers and thanksgiving for everyone. 
Be shrewd in dealing with the world around you 
but do not be seduced into serving wealth. 
Weep with those who suffer 
and share faith, truth, and love with all. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
  in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“Let Justice Flow Like Streams”      NCH 588 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go now with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Rondo in G”        John Bull/Richard Ellsasser 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body or spirit. 


