
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Third Sunday in Lent 

March 24, 2019 
A Service of Word and Sacrament 

 

 
  “The greatest gift is not being afraid to question.” 

– Ruby Dee, 20th century 
 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today’s Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“We Have Come”        Christopher Grundy 

We have come by way of struggle 
we have come by way of pain 

we have come by all your steadfast love 
O revive our souls again. 

 

We have come to lay our burdens down 
we have come to shed our shame 

we have come to taste your boundless grace 
and to rise as people changed. 

 

We have come to spread your ways of peace 
we have come to break the chains 
we have come to stand with Jesus  

lead us on into you reign 
O lead us on into your reign 
O lead us on into your reign. 

Words and Music:  Christopher Grundy, 2009. 
Used by permission. 

 
*GREETING 
Pastor: Trusting in the steadfast love of God, 

we gather in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, 
one God and mother of us all. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 



*SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE 
Pastor: Blessed be God, who forgives our sins 
People: and redeems our lives through love. 
 
*INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Pastor: Jesus said, 
  “You shall love the Eternal One, your God 

with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
and with all your mind, 
and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
We know that we have failed to keep these commandments. 
In humility and faith, 
let us confess our sins to God. 

 
*SILENCE 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
ALL:  God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, 
resisting your will in our lives. 
We have not honored you in ourselves, in each other, 
and in the world which you have made. 
Reach out your saving arm 
and rescue us from our sin. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will 
for all people and all creation 
by the power of your loving Spirit. 
Amen. 

  
*PLEA FOR MERCY 
“Lord, Have Mercy”        LAND OF REST 

Lord, have mercy; 
Christ have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy; 
Christ have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
  



*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: God hears the confessions of our hearts and lips. 

Through Jesus Christ we are forgiven all our sins 
and by the Holy Spirit we are empowered for new life. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PEACE 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”      NCH 23 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Living Mystery, 
whose way is not ours, 
whose name cannot be bought or sold: 
lead us from justice without compassion 
and sacrifice without mercy 
to a love which nurtures 
and a grace without price; 
through Jesus Christ, the true Bread, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING Read by Liturgist  Isaiah 55.1-9 
Liturgist: A reading from the prophet Isaiah: 
 

Listen, everyone who thirsts, 
   come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
   come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
   without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
   and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
   and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 

  



Incline your ear, and come to me; 
   listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant 
   because of my deep and abiding love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the multitudes, 
   a leader and commander for the peoples. 
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
   and they shall run to you, 
because of the Eternal One, your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
   for God has glorified you. 
 

Seek God while God may be found, 
   call upon God while God is near; 
let those who are wicked forsake their way, 
   and those who are unrighteous abandon their thoughts; 
let them return to God, 
   who is always ready to show mercy, 
and to our God, 
   who is always ready for to forgive. 
My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   nor are your ways my ways, says God. 
As far as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts beyond your thoughts. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Led by Cantor    Psalm 103 

The Lord is kind and merciful, 
is kind and merciful. 

 
SECOND READING  Read by Liturgist  1 Corinthians 10.1-13 
Liturgist: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth: 
 

I do not want you to be unaware, my kindred in Christ, 
that our ancestors were led by a cloud, 
and all passed through the sea, 
and all were bound to Moses through the cloud and the sea, 
and all ate the same spiritual food, 
and all drank the same spiritual drink. 
They drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, 
and the rock was the same God we know in Christ. 
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, 
and they were struck down in the wilderness. 
 

  



Now, we can learn from their struggles, 
so that we might not desire evil as they did. 
Do not become idolaters as some of them did; 
as it is written, 
"The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and they rose up to play." 
We must not exploit each other as some of them did, 
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 
We must not put God to the test, as some of them did, 
and were destroyed by serpents. 
Do not complain as some of them did, 
and were destroyed by the hand of death. 
These were the consequences of their actions, 
and they were written down to instruct us, 
who find ourselves at the end of this age. 
So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 
No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. 
God is faithful, 
and will not let you be tested beyond your strength, 
but with the testing God will also provide the way out 
so that you may be able to endure it. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days”       C. F. Hernaman/G.Fauré/Arr. Mark Schweizer 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 13.1-9 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 
Jesus asked them, 
"Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way 
that they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 
No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 
Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them— 
do you think that they were worse offenders 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, 
you will all perish just as they did." 
 



Then Jesus told this parable: 
"A person had a fig tree planted in a vineyard; 
and coming to look for fruit on it, found none. 
The owner of the vineyard said to the gardener, 
'See here! 
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, 
and still I find none. 
Cut it down! 
Why should it be wasting the soil?' 
The gardener replied, 
'Please, leave it alone for one more year, 
until I dig around it and put manure on it. 
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; 
but if not, you can cut it down.'" 

   

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Beyond What’s Fair”      Barb Huitema 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Come to Tend God’s Garden”     NCH 586 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Pastor: Let us have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus  

as we pray for the world Christ came to save,  
saying: Have mercy, O God; 

ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Let us be an oasis in the desert—  
a spring of water for all who thirst,  
an abundant feast for all who hunger.  
Have mercy, O God; 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
By your everlasting covenant,  
embrace all the nations of this earth  
with your steadfast, saving love 
and ground us in an everlasting peace.  
Have mercy, O God; 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  



 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Save those who are perishing.  
Let new life flourish among us  
and help us to bear good fruit.  
Have mercy, O God; 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . .  
Show your great faithfulness  
to those who are sick or suffering.  
Strengthen them and make them whole.  
Have mercy, O God; 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: As we pour out our hearts in prayer, O God,  
lead us to pour out our lives in service to you—  
ever seeking your will, ever following your way;  
all in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may embrace life 
and share the goodness of God with all 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Nocturne” from Shylock       Gabriel Fauré 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE   “A Doxology for Lent”  REDHEAD 

Praise the Source, who gives us life. 
Praise to Christ, who shares our strife. 

Praise the Spirit, who sustains, 
bearing us through grief and pain. 

To the holy Trinity glory, praise, and honor be. 
Amen. 

Words:  Ruth Duck, 1999. 
Music:  Richard Redhead, 1853. 

Used by permission. 

 
  



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Pastor: Holy One, 
  we give thanks for all your gifts to us, 
  most especially for your love in Jesus Christ, 

who calls us to repentance 
and promises fullness of life for all. 
In gratitude for your endless love, 
we offer you these gifts, 
and with them our very lives, 
that we walk in faithfulness and love 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 

 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE              Pastor 
Pastor: This is the table of Jesus Christ, 

a place of hope and healing. 
Come, for all who struggle for love 
will find the love of God poured out in this feast. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              Pastor 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Open your hearts. 
People: We open them to God and to each other. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for as high as the heavens are above the earth,  
so high are your ways and thoughts above ours. 
 

You spread out creation like a rich banquet 
and poured forth blessings like an ever-flowing stream. 
In the days of Moses, you rescued your people from slavery, 
and nourished them in the wilderness. 
 

In your child, Jesus Christ,  
you have met us in our suffering again. 
Though Jesus was killed, 
you opened the way through the deep waters of death 
to the promised land of resurrection life. 
 

  



Remembering this, we cling to you,  
sheltered beneath your wings, 
thankful that though disaster may beset us 
and push us to the limits of our endurance, 
you will replenish our strength, without cost,  
from your overflowing table, 
and so enable us to stand firm 
and rest trustingly in your abundant mercy. 
 

Therefore, with all whom you have made, cherished, and called, 
with all who hunger for the beloved community of your reign, 
and refuse to rest until all your children are fed, 
with the broken saints and redeemed sinners of all the ages, 
we join the unending song of praise: 

 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, most Holy One, embodied in Jesus. 
On that night before death, 
Jesus took bread and gave you thanks. 
Jesus broke it, gave it to the disciples and said, 
“Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this to remember me. “ 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup and gave you thanks. 
Jesus gave it to them and said, “Drink this. 
It is my blood of the new covenant, 
given for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 

And so we affirm the mystery of our faith: 
 

ALL:  Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 
Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

 

Pastor: Send down your Holy Spirit 
on these gifts of bread and wine, 
that we may know 
the living presence of Jesus Christ; 
healing, forgiving, and making us whole. 

  



Send down your Holy Spirit upon us as well, 
that as these elements 
become for us the living presence of Christ, 
so may we become for you, your body, 
loving and caring for all that you have made, 
that your just and peaceful realm may come 
through your holy church. 
 

ALL:  Amen, amen, amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD              Pastor 
The celebrant breaks the bread. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“I am the bread of life.” 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

The celebrant pours the cup. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

The celebrant holds the elements before the people. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“Come to me and never be hungry; 
believe in me and never thirst.” 

ALL:  And so we come. 
 
The servers will come forward as the choir is being served. 



 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
As the host is given. 
Server: The body of Christ given for you. 
Recipient: Amen. 
 

As the cup is given. 
Server: The blood of Christ given for you. 
Recipient: Amen. 
 
SONG OF COMMUNION 
“In Love You Summon”      IN LOVE YOU SUMMON 

In love you summon, 
in love I follow, 

living today 
for your tomorrow. 

 

Christ to release me, 
Christ to enfold me, 

Christ to restrain me, 
Christ to uphold me. 

Words and Music:  John L. Bell, 1998. 
Used by permission. 

 
PRAYER FOR COMMITMENT              Pastor 
Pastor: Faithful God, 
  we give you thanks for the depths of your love 
  and the richness of your grace. 
  As we have received your mercy at this table 
  send us forth from this place 
  to be love for a world still so torn by hate 
  that we may share full and abundant life with all, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
  who leads us on this journey to wholeness 
  by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
CHARGE  Liturgist 
Liturgist: Go now; 

turn to Christ, and let the ways of Christ seep into you. 
Do not waste your resources on what can never satisfy, 
but live with humility, grounded in hope. 
Seek God while God may be found, 
embrace the freedom of new life in Christ 
and share grace with all whom you meet. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
  in the name of Jesus Christ. 



 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”     NCH 193 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Prelude” from Three Pieces      Gabriel Pierné 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body and spirit. 


