
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
The Transfiguration of Jesus Christ 

March 3, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent, 

and God is shining through it all the time." 
— Thomas Merton, 20th century 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“Here in This Place”         SPP 5 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: God brings light to the world 
People: and the world changes. 
Liturgist: Christ opens our eyes to the light 
People: and we are transformed. 
Liturgist: In the brightest day, 
People: in the deepest night, 
Liturgist: on the mountain, 
People: in the valley 
ALL:  everywhere. 
Liturgist: As we gather in the community of the Holy Spirit, 
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People: we invite God to open our eyes 
to the transforming light of Christ! 

Liturgist: As we look to the light that changes us – 
ALL:  we worship God. 

Alleluia! 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“We Have Come At Christ’s Own Bidding”      NCH 182 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God unknown 
and unsheltered 
by our poor constructs: 
open to us the moments 
when heaven overshadows time 
and robs us of empty words; 
in the moment of silence 
help us to listen 
to the Chosen One, 
who goes to die that we might live, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist   Exodus 34.29-35 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of the book of Exodus: 

 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. 
As he came down from the mountain 
with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone 
because he had been talking with God. 
When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, 
the skin of his face was shining, 
and they were afraid to come near.  
Moses called to them; 
and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, 
and Moses spoke with them. 
Afterward, all the Israelites came near, 
and he gave them in commandment 
all that God had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 
When Moses had finished speaking with them, 
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he put a veil on his face; 
but whenever Moses went in before God to speak with God, 
he would take the veil off, until he came out; 
and when he came out, 
and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 
the Israelites would see the face of Moses, 
that the skin of his face was shining; 
and Moses would put the veil on his face again, 
until he went in to speak with God. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist    Psalm 99 
Liturgist: God is the ruler over all the earth; 
People: let the earth break forth in praise! 
Liturgist: God is enthroned over all creation; 
People: let everything bow in humble adoration. 
Liturgist: God is great and mighty; 
People: let everything that lives revere God! 
Liturgist: Let all of creation join in the song of praise: 
People: Holy, holy, holy is the Eternal One, the God of all. 
Liturgist: God is the mighty and Eternal One, 
People: who establishes justice and equality. 
Liturgist: God has revealed the way to righteousness 
People: and the path to peace among the peoples of earth. 
Liturgist: Let us bow in worship before the Eternal One, 
People: we offer our praise to the One who loves us. 
Liturgist: We remember all who have served God, 
People: who have offered their lives to care for God’s people. 
Liturgist: They cried out to God for help 
People: and God heard their cries and responded. 
Liturgist: God spoke to them from the clouds 
People: and revealed God’s will through all creation. 
Liturgist: They were faithful to God 
People: and did what was right and good. 
Liturgist: God forgave their sins 
People: and transformed their lives. 
Liturgist: Come, let us worship the God who is faithful 
People: and offer our lives to God’s service. 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist   2 Corinthians 3.12-4.2 
Liturgist: A reading from the second letter of Paul to the church at Corinth: 

 

Since, then, we have such a hope, 
we act with great boldness, 
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not like Moses, who put a veil over his face 
to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the glory 
that was being set aside. 
Their minds were hardened. 
Indeed, to this very day, 
when many hear the reading of that covenant, 
the same veil is still there. 
For many it is only through Christ that it is set aside. 
Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, 
a veil lies over some minds; 
but when one turns to our God, the veil is removed. 
Now God is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of God is, there is freedom. 
All of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of God 
as though reflected in a mirror, 
are being transformed into the same image 
from one degree of glory to another; 
for this comes from God, who is the Spirit. 
We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; 
we refuse to practice cunning or to lie about the truth; 
but by the open statement of the truth 
we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone 
in the sight of God. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Roll, Jordan, Roll”        Anna Laura Page 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 9.28-36 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 

 

Now about eight days after teaching the disciples about what they must face, 
Jesus took with Peter, John, and James, 
and went up on the mountain to pray. 
While Jesus was praying, 
the appearance of his face changed, 
and his clothes became dazzling white. 
Suddenly the disciples saw two figures, Moses and Elijah, talking to Jesus. 
Moses and Elijah appeared in glory 
and were speaking of Jesus’ departure, 
which was about to happen at Jerusalem. 
Peter and his companions were exhausted; 
but since they had stayed awake, they saw the glory 
and the two who stood with Jesus. 
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Just as they were leaving Jesus, Peter said, 
"Teacher, it is good for us to be here; 
let us build three shrines, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 
Peter didn’t know what he was saying. 
While he was speaking, 
a cloud came and overshadowed them; 
and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 
Then from the cloud came a voice that said, 
"This is my beloved Child, my Chosen One; 
listen and learn!" 
When the voice had spoken, Jesus was left there alone. 
They kept silent in those moments 
and told no one any of the things they had seen for a very long time. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
THE WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Recognizing the Thin Places”     The Rev. Wes Jamison 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come”     NCH 175 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: Joining our hearts and minds in prayer,  

let us call on the name of God,  
saying: O God of grace, 

ALL:  bless us with peace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Give us the Spirit of freedom  
to proclaim with boldness  
the gift of faith we have in Christ.  
O God of grace, 

ALL:  bless us with peace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
Let your love for justice and peace  
be known in all the nations of the world.  
Establish your holy realm in every place.  
O God of grace, 

ALL:  bless us with peace.  
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Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Enable us to see the face of Christ  
in the faces of our neighbors,  
honoring your image in all people.  
O God of grace, 

ALL:  bless us with peace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . .  
Cast out all the powers of evil  
that disrupt the lives those we love;  
bring them wholeness and healing.  
O God of grace, 

ALL:  bless us with peace.  
 

Pastor: We pray for those who have died, 
  those who are dying, 
  and those who are left behind to grieve. 
  Gather all of us in the comfort of your love 
  and the fullness of your reign. 

O God of grace, 
ALL:  bless us with peace.  
 

Pastor: Mighty God, 
strengthen your people  
so that we may listen to your voice 
and live with courage in the world  
as those you have chosen and called;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may reflect the glory of Christ’s love 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Nimrod” from Enigma Variations      Edward Elgar 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE           “A Doxology for Epiphany”  OLD HUNDREDTH 
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Praise God the source of life and breath; 
Praise Christ, one born to conquer death; 

Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery: 
One God, pure grace, who sets us free. 

Amen. 
Words:  John A. Nelson, 2010 
Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

Used by permission. 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Pastor: God of heaven and earth, 
  we give you thanks for the beauty of your world 

and the wonder of your grace. 
In Jesus Christ, you reveal your majestic glory 
and invite us to share your ministry of healing. 

  Out of gratitude for your steadfast love 
and your endless provision, 
we offer you not only these gifts, 
but indeed our very lives with them. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
and upon all of us 
that we may become the risen body of Christ in this world 
reflecting the light of hope 
and sharing your goodness with all 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go now and live your faith boldly 

as an open statement of God’s truth. 
Keep nothing hidden, 
and refuse anything deceitful or manipulative. 
By God’s mercy, engage in the ministry  
to which you have been called, 
and let the light of God’s love shine brightly through you. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair”       NCH 184 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“March Triomphale”        Sigfried Karg-Elert 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body and spirit. 


