
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

February 24, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"If we do not transform our pain, we will transmit it." 

— Richard Rohr, 20th century 
 

PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“Here in This Place”         SPP 5 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 

let us gather together before God. 
People: We have come to worship the One 

who offers reconciliation to all.  
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 
  let us join in joyful adoration of God. 
People: We have come to praise the One 
  who offers life to all.  
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 
  let us join in thankful praise to God. 
People: We have come to offer our lives to the One 
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  whose steadfast love embraces all of us. 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“Your Ways are Not Our Own”      NCH 170 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of kindness, 
you interrupt our vicious cycles 
of resentment and revenge: 
teach us to walk the way of forgiveness 
beyond all accounting 
and to love the gift 
that has no measure; 
through Jesus Christ, 
whose life is offered for all 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist   Genesis 45.3-11, 15 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of the book of Genesis: 

 

Joseph said to his brothers, 
"I am Joseph. 
Is my father still alive?" 
His brothers could not answer him, 
so dismayed were they at his presence. 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, 
"Come closer to me." 
They came closer. 
He said, 
"I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
Now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, 
because you sold me here; 
for God sent me before you to preserve life. 
The famine has been in the land these two years; 
and there are five more years 
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
and to keep alive for you many survivors. 
It was not you who sent me here, but God; 
God has made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and head of all his house 
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and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
'Thus says your son Joseph, 
God has made me sovereign over all Egypt; 
come down to me, do not delay. 
You shall settle in the land of Goshen, 
and you shall be near me, 
you and your children and your children's children, 
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 
I will provide for you there— 
since there are five more years of famine to come— 
so that you and your household, and all that you have, 
will not come to poverty.' 
Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; 
and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist    Psalm 37.1-11, 39-40 
Liturgist: Have no fear of those who do what is evil 
People: for they will never triumph over goodness. 
Liturgist: Their deeds will fail miserably 
People: and their ways will come to an end. 
Liturgist: Place your trust in God 
People: who is faithful and true. 
Liturgist: Find your joy in the ways of righteousness 
People: and rest secure in deeds of justice. 
Liturgist: Follow the way of God 
People: and know that God will always be with you. 
Liturgist: The ways of those do what is right are a shining example 
People: and a reminder that a new day of justice is dawning. 
Liturgist: Patiently trust in the ways of God 
People: and know that God is already at work. 
Liturgist: Do not give into anger 
People: or act with violence. 
Liturgist: Evil shall never triumph; 
People: goodness will always have the final word. 
Liturgist: Those who give themselves to righteousness 
People: will rest secure in the arms of God. 
Liturgist: Those who embody humility 
People: will lead the way into a new day. 
Liturgist: They will reveal the heart of God 
People: and remind us that God is always with us. 
Liturgist: God is our refuge and our salvation, 
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People: the One on whom we can depend. 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist   1 Corinthians 15.35-38, 42-50 
Liturgist: A reading from the first letter of Paul to the church at Corinth: 

 

Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? 
With what kind of body do they come?" 
Don’t be foolish! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 
As for what you sow, 
you do not sow the body that is to be, 
but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 
God gives it a body as God has chosen, 
and to each kind of seed its own body. 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. 
What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 
It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 
 

It is written, "The first human became a living being"; 
the last human became a life-giving spirit. 
It is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 
The first human was from the earth, a being of dust; 
the second human is from heaven. 
As was the being of dust, so are those who are of the dust; 
and as is the being of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 
Just as we have borne the image of the one of dust, 
we will also bear the image of the one of heaven. 
 

What I am saying, my kindred, is this: 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the reign of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Sing Joyful Praise”        Mary Lynn Lightfoot 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 6.27-38 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 

 

Jesus continued speaking to the crowds, 
"I say to you that listen, 
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
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If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; 
and from anyone who takes away your coat 
do not withhold even your shirt. 
Give to everyone who begs from you; 
and if anyone takes away your goods, 
do not ask for them again. 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 
Even those who are bound in sin love those who love them. 
If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
Even those who are bound in sin do the same. 
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, 
what credit is that to you? 
Even those who are bound in sin lend to others who are bound in sin, 
to receive as much again.  
Love your enemies, do good, 
and lend, expecting nothing in return. 
Your reward will be great, 
and you will be known as children of the Most High; 
for God is kind to those who are ungrateful 
and merciful to those who do what is wicked. 
Be merciful, just as God is merciful. 
 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; 
do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
give, and it will be given to you. 
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back." 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
THE WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Finding Freedom in Forgiveness”     The Rev. Wes Jamison 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Spirit of Jesus, if I Love My Neighbor”     NCH 590 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor:  That we may see God’s presence in all people, 
  even those we name our enemies, 
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  let us offer to God the needs of the whole world, saying, 
  God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Living God, 
  you spoke to our ancestors in the faith. 
  Help your church to hear your voice speaking in our day, 
  even through those we name as enemy. 
  God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, 
we pray for the nations of the world. 

  Do not let our mistrust and anger consume us. 
  Strip away our false virtue 
  and break down all dividing walls of hostility. 
  God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Compassionate God, 
in Jesus Christ, you call us to sacrificial love. 

  Enable us serve all those who are in need: 
  those who are poor, 
  those who are homeless, 
  those who are sick, 
  those who are dying, 
  and those overcome by grief. 
  God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, 
through the hardships of the Hebrew leaders 

  you preserved the life of your people. 
  Comfort all those who are in distress. 
  Bring an end to all human suffering 
  and nuture healing throughout the whole earth. 
  God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
in Jesus Christ you have given us 

  the first fruits of your dominion. 
  Plant your life-giving Spirit in us and in our land, 
  that we may bring forth justice and peace. 
  God, in your mercy, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Merciful God, 
you formed humanity from the dust of the earth, 
reform us into the likeness of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
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May your mercy wash over us 
and draw us back to those from whom we are estranged 
that we may be reconciled to each other 
and to you, the God of all grace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who embodies forgiveness and peace for all 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may extend grace to all people 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Morning Has Broken”       Fred Bock 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE           “A Doxology for Epiphany”  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God the source of life and breath; 
Praise Christ, one born to conquer death; 

Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery: 
One God, pure grace, who sets us free. 

Amen. 
Words:  John A. Nelson, 2010 
Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 

Used by permission. 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Pastor: God of heaven and earth, 
  we give you thanks for the beauty of your world 

and the wonder of your grace. 
In Jesus Christ, you reveal your majestic glory 
and extend forgiveness and reconciliation to all. 

  Out of gratitude for your steadfast love 
and your endless provision, 
we offer you not only these gifts, 
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but indeed our very lives with them. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
and upon all of us 
that we may become the risen body of Christ in this world 
reflecting the light of hope 
and sharing your goodness with all 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
*CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go out into the world that God loves so much 

and offer your life to God. 
Trust in God and do good. 
Love and bless everyone, even your enemies. 
Do not judge others, but be merciful and generous to all. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“Giver of Life, Where’er They Be”       NCH 603 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 
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ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Carillon”          Louis Vierne 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body and spirit. 


