
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
The Reign of Christ 
November 25, 2018 

A Service of the Word 
 

 
"Power does not corrupt. 

Fear corrupts...perhaps the fear of a loss of power." 
— John Steinbeck, 20th century 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
STEWARDSHIP VIDEO 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: Come, people of God, 

and worship the One who rules over all! 
People: We have heard the call and we are here. 
Liturgist: All of creation sings praise to God, 
  the mighty and eternal One. 
People: We have come to join the song 

and to offer our lives in service to God! 
 
SONG OF GATHERING 
“Crown with Your Richest Crowns”       NCH 301 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Mighty One, 
  you are the one who is, 

the one who was, 
and the one who is to come, 
before whose judgement 
all that is not love fades away: 
save us from the violence 
that seeks to claim our hearts 
so we might hear a different voice 
and belong to you in truth, 
through Jesus Christ, 
the wounded ruler of all 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist    Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of Daniel: 
 

As I watched, 
thrones were set in place, 
   and an Ancient One sat down on the throne, 
whose clothing was white as snow, 
   and the hair of whose head was like pure wool; 
whose throne was fiery flames, 
   and its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued 
   and flowed out from the presence of the Ancient of Days, 
whom a thousand thousands served, 
   while ten thousand times ten thousand stood in attendance. 
The court sat in judgment, 
   and the books were opened. 
 

As I watched in the night visions, 
   I saw one like a human being 
   coming with the clouds of heaven. 
Coming to the Ancient One 
   this one was presented before the throne. 
To this one was given dominion 
   and glory and sovereignty, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
   should serve this just ruler, 
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion 
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   that shall not pass away, 
and whose rule is one 
   that shall never be destroyed. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Read by Liturgist    based on Psalm 93 
Liturgist: God, you rule over all creation, 
People: you are robed in glorious majesty; 
Liturgist: you are dressed in justice, 
People: and clothed in strength. 
Liturgist: You have formed the earth 
People: and entrusted it to our care; 
Liturgist: Our stewardship reflects our commitment to you 
People: and our care of your world reveals our hearts. 
Liturgist: Your throne was built before the foundation of the world; 
People: you reign from everlasting to everlasting. 
Liturgist: The waters of the earth roar throughout their courses 
People: they lift up their voices in praise to you. 
Liturgist: The rivers and the seas are beautiful and mighty 
People: but their majesty pales in comparison to you. 
Liturgist: Your words are true 

and your ways are just; 
People: We kneel before your throne, O God, 
  and pledge our lives to your service.  
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist     Revelation 1.4b-8 
Liturgist: A reading from Revelation: 

 

Grace to you and peace 
from the one who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, 
and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead, 
and the ruler of the rulers of the earth. 
To the one who loves us 
and freed us from our sins, 
and made us to be a beloved community, 
priests serving the God and maker of all, 
to Jesus Christ be glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
    Look! 
    The risen Christ is coming with the clouds; 
       every eye will see the glory, 
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       even those who committed the murder; 
   and on account of the risen Christ 
       all the tribes of the earth will cry out for help. 
So it is to be. 
Amen. 
 

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," 
says the living God, 
the one who is and who was and who is to come, 
the mighty and eternal one. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Shepherd of Souls”        Alfred Fedak 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    John 18.33-37 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to John: 

 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, 
and asked, 
"Are you the Ruler of the Jews?" 
Jesus answered, 
"Do you ask this on your own, 
or did others tell you about me?" 
Pilate replied, 
"I am not a Jew, am I? 
Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?" 
Jesus answered, 
"My reign is not from this world. 
If my reign were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting 
to keep me from being handed over to the religious leaders. 
As it is, my reign is not from here." 
Pilate asked him, 
"So you are a ruler?" 
Jesus answered, 
"You say that I am a ruler. 
I was born for this, 
and for this I came into the world, 
to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice." 
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This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S CIRCLE 
 
SERMON 
“The Truth about Power”      The Rev. Wes Jamison, OCC 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts”       NCH 329 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: Mighty God, 

you have exalted the risen Christ over all creation 
to lead us into truth. 
Receive the prayers we offer in Christ’s name 
and for the world you so dearly love. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: Give wisdom to all leaders and people 
to resist the earthly powers 
that destroy our common life; 
guide us in the way of peace. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: Bring unity of mission to your church 
and fill us with a joy for your gospel 
as we invite others into your reign. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: Enfold all who suffer in body, mind, or soul 
into the comfort of your healing, 
and enable us to extend our arms in kindness as 
witness to your love. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Eternal God, 
you are our beginning and our end, 
we remember before you 
those who are dying and have died; 
may they know the joy 
of your never-ending realm of peace. 
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Let your will be done, 
ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Sovereign God, 
you sent Jesus 
to inaugurate a world of justice and peace 
through the power of your Spirit. 
May the words we pray 
be more than words this day; 
let our lives reveal your love 
embodied in the risen Christ, 
who rules our hearts and lives 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may embody the reign of Christ, 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”     Johann Sebastian Bach 
 
SONG OF PRAISE     “A New Doxology”   OLD HUNDREDTH 

All creatures lift your praises high! 
Praise God in earth and sea and sky; 

In one great chorus, all your days 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit praise. 

Amen. 
Words:  Paula Meador Testerman, 2017 

Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
Used by permission 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
we give you thanks 
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for the beauty and diversity of your good creation, 
for your faithful care of all that you have made, 
and most especially for your love in Jesus Christ, 
whose life and ministry embodies your coming reign 
and offers hope that justice, peace, and love 
will finally and firmly be established for all. 
In gratitude for all your many blessings, 
we offer you these gifts 
and with them our very lives 
for the work of your holy church. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon all that we offer 
that we may continue the healing work of Jesus. 

ALL:   Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go out into the world with hope, 
 trusting in the One who is reign is certain, 
 whose rule is everlasting. 
 Speak truth, embody love, and practice generosity, 
 that the dominion of God may come in all its fullness. 
People:   We go in peace to love and serve God 

in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
SONG OF PARTING 
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“God of the Prophets”       NCH 358 
 
BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Allegro Maestoso from Water Music”      G.F. Handel 


