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First Sunday after Pentecost – May 27th, 2018 

Centering Ourselves     Prelude – Improvisation On 

Today's               Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshipers 

 

Announcements  

 

Passing the peace 

  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the 

peace of Christ. 

 

Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit 

Singing Together - “God Of The Ages” #592 

 

Liturgist invites the congregation to remain standing in body or spirit 

Call to Worship:  

 

L: People of God, listen, for your Master is speaking.  

C: Here I am, Lord!  
L: Drop everything and hear what God is saying!  

C: Here I am, Lord!  
L: Get up and go—the Lord will tell you what to do.  

C: Here I am, Lord! 

All: Amen 

 

Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated 

 

Morning Text:  Acts 9:1-19a 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  

 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 

from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The 

reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, 

and you will be told what you are to do.”  
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 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard 

the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were 

open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into 

Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  

 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him 

in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, 

“Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a 

man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a 

vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might 

regain his sight.”  

 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how 

much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from 

the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, 

for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and 

kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must 

suffer for the sake of my name.”  

 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me 

so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And 

immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 

Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength.  

  

Children’s Circle –  

Sermon: Bribing Ananias 
 

The liturgist invites the congregation to sing the next hymn 

Singing together - “How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies” #594 
 

Praying together:  The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and 

concerns 

<We continue the responsive prayers of the people – just one slide with “...Risen 

Lord  Hear Our Prayer”> 

 

O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer 

When I call, answer me 

O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer 

Come and listen to me. 
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L: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. <A brief silence. > 

L: Your persecutor, Saul, suffered a great shock on the way to becoming your 

servant, Paul. Awaken us where we have fallen asleep, and shake us out of harmful 

habits and destructive attitudes. Show us how to fully employ our best gifts to your 

glory. Risen Lord,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

L: Lights may not blind us nor voices thunder in our ears, but the waters of this 

blue planet are steadily rising, and the effects of our abuse and neglect are 

unmistakable. Teach us to recognize and heed the warnings while we yet have a 

chance to be part of the solution in preserving our cosmic home. Risen Lord,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

L: Sometimes the unenviable task falls to us, and you ask us to face what we fear 

most. Give us the courage of Ananias, who though he was terrified, obeyed your 

command and followed, to the benefit of millions. Risen Lord,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

L: Make the scales fall from our eyes and restore us to fullness of vision and 

strength by your spirit, O God of hope and healing, and bring wholeness to all 

those mentioned here today, either out loud or in the silence of our hearts. Risen 

Lord,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

L: Following the trail blazed by the earliest warriors of the Church, we take our 

place in the line of redeemed saints whose joy it is to praise your name forever. 

Risen Lord,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

L: God of peace and mercy, guide our leaders to alternatives that will sow peace in 

Syria, and not yet another endless war.  Help our country truly support those 

fleeing violence by offering sanctuary and refuge, not closed fists and closed 

borders.  Risen Lord, 

C; Hear our prayer. 

L: Mighty and merciful God, you have provided us with everything we need to 

carry out the work before us. Accept our prayers and fortify us for the days to 

come.  

 ...We ask all these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray. 
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All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

Honoring Our Covenants:   

Leader:   
Like Ananias, we may be hesitant to do what God asks of us.  We trust that our God 

will use our gifts and offerings to help us help each other and the greater 

community, even if what God asks of us seems at first glance to seem counter to 

our expectations. 

 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory: Eternal Father, Strong To Save - Arr. Joel Gary 

   

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:    Doxology 

 

As creatures loved by God we sing  

We bring our praise and offering! 

For Christ who loves us as we are  

We send our love both near and far.  Amen. 

 

Prayer:   

P: When we have emptied ourselves of all that consumes us, then we are fit to be 

your servants, O God. Bring us before your altar with humility, eager to hear your 

word and offer back to you our thanksgiving. Bless these gifts that they may 

further your work of spreading the good news. Amen. 

 

Singing together:  “This Is My Song” #591 

 
Memorial wreath will be carried out of the sanctuary before acolyte, pastor, and liturgist   

Dedication of wreath and remembrance of those who have died.   

 

P:  In the rising of the sun and in its going down, we remember them.  

C:  In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, we remember them.  

P:  In the open of buds and in the rebirth of spring, we remember them.  

C:  In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer, we remember 

them.  
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C:  Each year at this time, we remember them.  

P: When we are weary and in need of strength, we remember them.  

C:  When we are lost and sick at heart and despair for our world, we 

remember them.  

P:  When we have joys and we yearn to share, we remember them.  

All:  So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are now a part of us as we 

remember them.  

 

Benediction:  
When we take the hand of the person next to us  

In this touch, we connect to the risen Christ among us.  

In this touch, we remember that we are all God’s children seeking to live as God’s 

beloved together.  

In this touch, we remember that our spirits are held together with the spirit of God 

our Creator, Christ our Teacher, and the Holy Spirit of Light.  

This day and forevermore.              Amen. 

  

Postlude: Armed Forces Medley - Arr. Joel Gary    


