
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

May 12, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"Amidst all the other voices that evoke fear, make demands, or give advice, 

the voice of the good shepherd is a voice of promise— 
a voice that calls us by name and claims us as God's own." 

― The Rev. Dr. Elisabeth Johnson, 
21st century Lutheran Pastor and Scholar 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today’s Hymns”      Joel Gary 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“Earth, Earth, Awake”       TUNE:  STUEMPFLE 

Earth, earth, awake; your praises sing:  Alleluia! 
Greet with the dawn your risen King:  Alleluia! 

Bright suns and stars, your homage pay:  Alleluia! 
Life reigns again this Easter day:  Alleluia! 

Words and Music by Sally Ann Morris, 1996. 
Used by permission. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Liturgist: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
Liturgist: God has called us 
People: from every people and nation on earth. 
Liturgist: God has given us life 
People: and filled us with an everlasting hope. 
Liturgist: God walks beside us 
People: and leads us every step of the way. 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“Crown with Your Richest Crowns”     NCH 301 
 
 



2 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, 
from whose gentle hands 
none can snatch us away: 
give us faith to believe 
that we are known and loved 
with a passion strong enough 
to bring the whole world back to you; 
through Jesus Christ, 
who is one with the source of life 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING Read by Liturgist  Acts 9.36-43 
Liturgist: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 

In Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, 
which in Greek is Dorcas. 
She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 
At that time she became ill and died. 
When she had been washed, she was laid in an upstairs room. 
Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, 
sent two individuals to him with the request, 
"Please come to us without delay." 
 

Peter got up and went with them; 
and when he arrived, they took him to the upstairs room. 
All of those who were widows stood beside him, 
weeping and showing tunics and other clothing 
that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 
Peter sent all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. 
He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." 
Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 
He gave her his hand and helped her up. 
Then calling those outside to come into the room, 
Peter showed her to be alive. 
 

This became known throughout Joppa, 
and many believed in the risen Christ. 
Peter stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
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RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist  Psalm 23 
Liturgist: God you are my shepherd 

and because of your provision 
I will never find myself without help. 

People: You give me rest in peaceful places 
and nourish me with the beauty of your world. 

Liturgist: You refresh my soul when I am exhausted 
and guide me in the ways of justice. 

People: Even if I find myself walking in dangerous places, 
I will not fear anything, 
for you are always with me. 

Liturgist: You offer me your hand 
and draw me into your loving embrace. 

People: You prepare a rich feast for all peoples, 
inviting me to make peace 
with all from whom I may be estranged. 

Liturgist: There can be no doubt 
that your goodness and mercy are freely given to all 

People: and that you will not rest 
   until all of your children are safely gathered in your arms.  

 
SECOND READING  Read by Liturgist  Revelation 7.9-17 
Liturgist: A reading from the Revelation to John: 
 

I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 
They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 

    "Salvation belongs to our God 
       who is seated on the throne, 
       and to the Lamb!"  

 

All the angels stood around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,  
 

    "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
       and thanksgiving and honor 
       and power and might 
       be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 
"Who are these, robed in white, and from where have they come?" 
I replied, "My teacher, you are the one that knows." 
Then the elder said to me, 
"These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; 
they have washed their robes 
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and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
    and worship God day and night within the temple, 
    and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
    the sun will not strike them, 
    nor any scorching heat; 
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
    and will guide them to springs with the water of life, 
    and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“Ave Maria”         Caccini/Liebergen 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    John 10.22-30 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to John: 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

It was winter, during the time of the festival of the Dedication 
and Jesus was in Jerusalem, walking in the temple, 
in the portico of Solomon. 
Many of the Judeans gathered around and demanded, 
"How long will you keep us in suspense? 
If you are the Messiah, then just tell us." 
Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. 
The works that I do in God’s name testify to my identity; 
but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 
My sheep hear my voice. 
I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. 
No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
What God has given me is greater than all else, 
and no one can snatch it out of God’s hand. 
God and I are one." 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
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SERMON 
“Redeeming Sheep”      The Rev. Dr. Wes Jamison 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“My Shepherd is the Living God”    NCH 247 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Pastor: Rejoicing in God’s promise of new creation,  

let us pray to the Maker of heaven and earth,  
saying: God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Give us the grace to stand with all 
whom you number among your fold 
and hear your voice inviting us to love.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
Help us to feed the hungry 
and give drink to the thirsty.  
Guide those who wander in despair 
to the springs of the water of life  
and wipe away every tear from their eyes.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Let us be faithful disciples in this place,  
devoted to good works and charity  
and humbly serving others in your name.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . .  
Walk with those who are in valleys filled with shadows.  
Comfort them and protect them from harm.  
Wrap them in your goodness and mercy.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Gracious God, 
keep us working and praying  
for the coming of your holy realm of peace,  
when we will share abundant life with you 
and with all your beloved children;  
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
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ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PEACE 
Pastor: May the peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ 
  be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we might follow the way of our Shepherd 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Lotus Blossom”     Billy Strayhorn/Arranged by Alec Wyton 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE   “A Doxology for Easter” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise Jesus Christ, who rose from death! 
Praise to the Source of life and breath! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise to the Spirit, holy dove, 
Giver of life, of peace, of love. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 

Words:  Ruth Duck, 1999. 
Music:  Auserlesen Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Cologne, 1623 

Used by permission. 
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING              Pastor 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Living and Eternal God, 
  we give you thanks 
  for the great joy of life 
  and for your love which knows no limits. 
  In Jesus Christ, you triumph over the powers of evil 

and shatter the grip of death forever, 
setting us free to follow the way of our faithful shepherd. 

  In gratitude for all that you have given us, 
  we offer to you these gifts 
  and with them our very lives. 
  Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 

and upon all of us 
that we may become the risen body of Christ in this world 
offering new life to all 

  through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and Lord, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
*THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*CHARGE  Liturgist 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Liturgist: Go now, following the voice of the shepherd. 

Fear no evil, for God is by your side. 
Devote yourselves to the works of God, 
to words of mercy, to good deeds, and to acts of love. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
  in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“Lift High the Cross”        NCH 198 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Prelude in Classic Style”       Gordon Young 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body or spirit. 


