
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
4th Sunday of Easter 

April 22, 2018 
 

 
Centering Ourselves        PRELUDE 
Welcome and New of Our Life Together 
Pastor will welcome worshipers 
 
Announcements 

 
EASTER GREETING OF PEACE 
May the peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of Christ. 
 
Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 

Singing Together 
“Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”   NCH 267 
 
Liturgist invites the congregation to remain standing in body or spirit. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP adapted from 2 Corinthians 13.13, Luke 24.34, and Psalm 23 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
ALL:  And also with you. 
Liturgist:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
ALL:  Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Liturgist:  Open the gate! The Shepherd is coming! 
ALL:  We hear shepherd’s glad voice, calling us by name, 
leading us to green pastures. 
Liturgist:  We follow only the One who brings us home. 
One door, one flock, one fold, one Shepherd. 
ALL:  Open the gate! The Good Shepherd comes! 
 
Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated. 

 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION 
Pastor: If we are honest with ourselves, 
our hearts condemn us. 



But God, who knows everything, 
is greater than our hearts; 
and God’s deep desire for us 
is mercy, love, and peace. 
Therefore let us confess our sin. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
ALL:  Faithful God, 
we confess that we have wandered 
through strange paths of our world. 
We, like sheep, have gone astray. 
We have trusted other voices 
and turned away from your truth. 
In fear, we have taken your rod and your staff 
and beaten down other others. 
We have selfishly laid claim to green pastures 
that really belong to you. 
We have assumed your role as gatekeeper 
and not welcomed our neighbors. 
Forgive us, we pray, and restore us all to your fold 
through Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Pastor:  We seek God’s grace with boldness 
because we trust in Jesus Christ, 
the One who loves us 
and laid down his life for us. 
This is the good news of the gospel: 
in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
CHOIR  ANTHEM  “Loving Shepherd” 
 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 4.5-12 
 
The next day their rulers, elders and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.  When they had made the prisoners 
stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”  Then “rulers of the 
people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that 
this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the building; it 



has become the cornerstone. There is salvation in non one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved. 

 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 23 
Pastor:  God you are my shepherd 
and because of your provision 
I will never find myself without help. 
ALL:  You give me rest in peaceful places 
and nourish me with the beauty of your world. 
You refresh my soul when I am exhausted 
and guide me in the ways of justice. 
ALL:  Even if I find myself walking in dangerous places, 
I will not fear anything, 
for you are always with me. 
You offer me your hand 
and draw me into your loving embrace. 
ALL:  You prepare a rich feast for all peoples, 
inviting me to make peace 
with all from whom I may be estranged. 
There can be no doubt 
that your goodness and mercy are freely given to all 
ALL:  and that you will not rest 
until all of your children are safely gathered in your arms.  
 

SECOND READING  1 John 3.16-24 
 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us – and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.  
How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 
refuses help?  Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.  And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts condemn us; 
for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.  Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 
have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever w e ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us.   All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them.  And by this we know that he abides in us, byu the Spirit that he has given us. 

 
GOSPEL READING  John 10.11-18 
 
“I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The hired hand, who is not 
the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away – and 
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 
the sheep.  I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me 
and I knew the Father.  And I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to this 
fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For 
this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again, No one takes it from 



me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again.  I 
have received this command from my Father.” 

 
CHILDREN’S CIRCLE 
 
SERMON 
“Making Room in the Flock”   The Rev. Wes Jamison 
 
The liturgist invites the congregation to sing the next hymn. 

 
HYMN 
“My Shepherd is the Living God”   NCH 247 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – (Joys and Concern) 
The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and concerns 
 

Comfort us, good Shepherd, in our anxiety and worry, 
and guide us along right pathways for your Name's sake, 
that we may share in your reconciling and healing work on behalf of the world.  
God of life,  
ALL:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Your Church has been built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus as the cornerstone: 
break down the dividing walls within your Body 
and be our peace O Christ, 
that we may act no longer as strangers and aliens 
but as citizens with the saints 
and all the members of the household of God. 
God of life,  
ALL:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Save us from political shepherds 
who divide and scatter your people 
and raise up for us righteous leaders 
who will deal wisely, 
execute justice and righteousness in the land, 
and proclaim peace to those who are far off 
and to those who are near: 
that all the earth may live in safety. 
God of life,  
ALL:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Let your goodness and mercy dwell with the people of our community 
and be our rod and staff to comfort all who fear, 
that your table of hospitality may be spread 



in the presence of all who are troubled, 
and we may have rest and retreat at peace with all our neighbors.   
God of life, 
ALL:   Hear our prayer. 
 

Touch with your healing grace all who are sick, anxious, or fearful, 
as we pray especially for ___. 
Let them lie down in green pastures 
and lead them to your still waters.   
God of life,  
ALL:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Accept our gratefulness that you fill our cup to overflowing; 
we offer our prayers of thanksgiving, especially for ___.   
God of life,  
ALL:  Hear our prayer. 
 

We remember those who have walked through the valley of the shadow of death 
and now dwell in your house forever, O God, 
especially ___.   
God of life,  
ALL:  Hear our prayer. 
 

O Jesus, our kind Shepherd, Teacher, and Healer: 
enfold your scattered and fearful sheep into your gentle compassion 
and fill us with your abounding love, 
that no one in all the earth shall fear any longer, 
nor be dismayed, 
nor shall any be missing, 
but all may live in your peace, 
having access in one Spirit to Holy One, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
ALL:  Our father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine in the kingdom, 



and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
Leader:  How may we participate in new life in Christ? 
By sharing abundantly our common life— 
our resources of time and trust and treasure, 
our life with each other, our life in the world. 
Let us gather our gifts together 
and offer them to God 
in gratitude, heartfelt commitment, and praise. 
 

Usher will come forward to receive offering. 
 

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 
 
DOXOLOGY 
ALL:   
Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 
Let all on earth their praises bring! 
For Christ has conquered sin and death 
And given life eternal breath. Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  Gracious God, we give you thanks 
that you have shown us the meaning of love 
through Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us. 
Show us how to share Christ’s love 
by giving our lives for one another; 
to the glory of your holy name. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
CHARGE 
Pastor:  Go now with your trust in the good shepherd, 
and let us love, not just in words,  
but in truth and action. 
Believe in the name of Jesus Christ, 
and love one another, just as Jesus has commanded us. 
ALL:  We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 



HYMN 
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”   NCH 252 
 
BLESSING 
May God be at our side, even in valleys of death. 
May the risen Christ be the cornerstone of our life. 
May the Holy Spirit abide in us 
and tend us with love and mercy all the days of this life. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 


