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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – June 17th, 2018 

Centering Ourselves     Prelude – Improvisation On  

       Today's Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshipers 

 

Announcements 

 

Passing the peace 

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the 

peace of Christ. 

 

Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit 

 

Singing Together -“In The Midst of New Dimensions” #391 

 

Liturgist invites the congregation to remain standing in body or spirit 

Call to Worship:  

L: We come together in a rainbow of hope and love. 

C: We come together with fear and trembling for the new world we are 

creating. 

L: With open arms, with pride and joy, we welcome people from every nation and 

ethinc community into our church.  Gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, 

questioning, same-gender-loving, straight, old, citizens, immigrants, young, 

disabled, athletes, people with questions, and those who know the answers-all are 

welcome here. 

C: No one is excluded from Christ's table. 

L: God loves us all. 

C: We are one in the Spirit!  Alleluia! 

All: Amen 

Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated 

Morning Text:  Luke 15:11-32 (from The Message) 

Then he said, “There was once a man who had two sons. The younger said to his 

father, ‘Father, I want right now what’s coming to me.’ 

“So the father divided the property between them. It wasn’t long before the 

younger son packed his bags and left for a distant country. There, undisciplined 

and dissipated, he wasted everything he had. After he had gone through all his 
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money, there was a bad famine all through that country and he began to hurt. He 

signed on with a citizen there who assigned him to his fields to slop the pigs. He 

was so hungry he would have eaten the corncobs in the pig slop, but no one would 

give him any. 

“That brought him to his senses. He said, ‘All those farmhands working for my 

father sit down to three meals a day, and here I am starving to death. I’m going 

back to my father. I’ll say to him, Father, I’ve sinned against God, I’ve sinned 

before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son. Take me on as a hired hand.’ He 

got right up and went home to his father. 

“When he was still a long way off, his father saw him. His heart pounding, he ran 

out, embraced him, and kissed him. The son started his speech: ‘Father, I’ve sinned 

against God, I’ve sinned before you; I don’t deserve to be called your son ever 

again.’ 

“But the father wasn’t listening. He was calling to the servants, ‘Quick. Bring a 

clean set of clothes and dress him. Put the family ring on his finger and sandals on 

his feet. Then get a grain-fed heifer and roast it. We’re going to feast! We’re going 

to have a wonderful time! My son is here—given up for dead and now alive! Given 

up for lost and now found!’ And they began to have a wonderful time. 

“All this time his older son was out in the field. When the day’s work was done he 

came in. As he approached the house, he heard the music and dancing. Calling 

over one of the houseboys, he asked what was going on. He told him, ‘Your 

brother came home. Your father has ordered a feast—barbecued beef!—because he 

has him home safe and sound.’ 

“The older brother stalked off in an angry sulk and refused to join in. His father 

came out and tried to talk to him, but he wouldn’t listen. The son said, ‘Look how 

many years I’ve stayed here serving you, never giving you one moment of grief, 

but have you ever thrown a party for me and my friends? Then this son of yours 

who has thrown away your money on whores shows up and you go all out with a 

feast!’ 

“His father said, ‘Son, you don’t understand. You’re with me all the time, and 

everything that is mine is yours—but this is a wonderful time, and we had to 

celebrate. This brother of yours was dead, and he’s alive! He was lost, and he’s 

found!’” 

 

Children’s Circle  

Sermon:  A Tale of Two Sons   

Take What You've Got 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-ZjRnEMkpc 

 

Raise You Up/Just Be  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07cRs09fawI 

0:21 – 3:49 

 

The liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next 

hymn 
 

Singing together - “Thank Our God For Sisters, Brothers ” #397 
 

Praying together:  The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and 

concerns 
<NOTE: This can be one slide, with “...Patient and Loving God” Hear our 

prayer.” > 

 

O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer 

When I call, answer me 

O Lord hear our prayer, O Lord hear our prayer 

Come and listen to me. 

P: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  

<A brief silence.>  

P: Holy One, we know we wander away from you so many times, thinking we 

have all the answers and can go live as we please.  Yet you wait for us to come 

back to you, never giving up hope, and welcoming us back with open arms every 

time we come back to you.  Patient and Loving God,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

P: Creator of all things, we thank you for the many was we are different from each 

other, and the many ways we are the same.  On this Pride weekend, remind us that 

we are all created in your image, that you love us all no matter what, and that 

everyone is worthy of your love.  Fill our hearts with gladness in the knowledge 

that you are always with us, even to the end of the age. Patient and Loving God,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

P: On this day when we celebrate our earthly fathers and all those who show a 

father's love and care, remind us of those who have lost or have never known their 

fathers, those who are in conflict or estranged from them, and those who would 

desire children but struggle to, or cannot have them. Make us all family to one 
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another, looking not to our own interests but to the interests of others. Patient and 

Loving God,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

P: Merciful God, when we are at our lowest low, starving in a pig pen with no 

where to go and no one to help, remind us that you are always with us, to hold us, 

protect us, and guide us.  When we are grieving, comfort us.  When we are hurting, 

heal us.  When we are broken, bring us wholeness.  We ask you send your grace 

and peace to all who have been lifted up today, whether out loud or in the silence 

of our hearts.  Patient and Loving  God,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

 

  We ask all these things, in the name of your Son who taught us to pray, 
 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

 

Honoring Our Covenants:   

Leader:   

Let us share of our gifts with pride and joy as we remember that God loves each 

one of us and Jesus welcomes all of us around this table.  There are no strangers 

here.  We are all one in the Spirit of love 

 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory:  Joshua Fit The Battle of Jericho – Arr. Ron Boud 
 

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

 

Bringing forward our gifts:    Doxology 
As creatures loved by God we sing  

We bring our praise and offering! 

For Christ who loves us as we are  

We send our love both near and far.  Amen. 

 

Prayer:   

P: Spirit of openness and affirmations, we dedicate these gifts to the ministry of 

love and acceptance in the world. May we ever seek to use all of our resources to 
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create a world and a church where all are welcome and honored, loved and fully 

known.  This we pray in the name of Jesus, who welcomed everyone to his table. 

Amen 

 

Communion for the Season of Pentecost: 

Invitation:  
With all the church in every corner of the world, we celebrate this meal together. 

Though our tables are many, our host is the same: Jesus Christ our beloved Savior. 

Gather us now and call us forth, to be fed, to be blessed, and to be inspired anew 

for your work. Come—the time is now! 

 

P: But first, we confess our sins before God and one another. 

<Pause for silence and reflection. > 

 

Confession: 

<chant by pastor> 
O Christ Thou Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us (2x) 

O Christ Thou Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world, grant us thy 

peace. Amen 

 

P: Let us take a moment of silence and reflect on our own lives, on our limitations, 

on our sins. 

   

C: Gracious, loving God, we open our hearts to you.  We confess that there 

have been times when we have turned away from you.  There have been ties 

when we have hurt an rejected our neighbors.  Sometimes it has been difficult 

to love and accept ourselves.  All of us have particpated in the systemic 

oppressions that are part of our culture.  Forgive us for our racism, sexism, 

homophobia, ableism, and economic elitism.  Give us the courage to stand up 

for the dignity and rights of all of our sisters and brothers.  Make us willing to 

change our lives in response to your call to love our neighbors and to create a 

world of peace and justice for all of your beloved.  In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon: 

P: Friends, God hears our confessions with an ever merciful and loving heart and 

forgives us over and over again.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 

Let us rejoice in this good news.  Amen. 
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Prayer: 

P:  God be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to God. 
P: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

P:  God of justice and compassion, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in 

Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 

sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, 

and on these gifts of bread and cup. Make them be for us the body and blood of 

Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by Christ's 

blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 

ministry to all the world until Christ comes with peace, and all your children may 

feast united together.  

 

With the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name: 

 

[sung):  Holy, holy, holy, our God of power and might; 

Sing holy, holy, holy 

Heaven and earth are full of your majesty. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blest is he who comes in the name of our Lord. 

Sing loud Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest! 

Holy, holy, holy,holy, holy, Lord! 
 

Telling the story: 

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took bread, gave 

God thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to his disciples saying: “Take and eat.  

This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper, saying: “Take and drink.  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

By eating this bread and drinking this cup, we proclaim Christ’s death, celebrate 

Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ’s coming again. 

 

Prayer of Consecration:  Gracious God, we ask you to bless this bread and cup and 

all of us with the outpouring of your Holy Spirit.  Through this meal, make us the 
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body of Christ, the church, your servant people, that we may be salt, and light, and 

leaven for the furtherance of your will in all the world.  

 

Holy God, Your kingdom is not of this world, O Lord, and your ways are not our 

ways. Your table is big enough for everyone, there is always room for one more, 

and your invitation comes with no conditions. Let us gladly come to the feast 

which feeds us, makes us whole, and sends us forth rejoicing, with your good news 

on our lips.  Amen 

 

Invitation to Receive: (Those assisting with communion are invited forward) 

 

We celebrate an open table, where all who hunger and thirst are welcome to this 

feast.  Come of your own choice, and bring your hopes and your history, your 

deliberation and your doubts.  Come as your whole self.  We will serve 

communion by having you come forward and take a piece of bread, dip it in the 

unfermented grape juice, and then eat it.  If you are uncomfortable coming 

forward, we will come to you. 

 

These are the gifts of God for all people of God.  The table is set, come, for all is 

ready. 

 

Communion Hymn: #332 As We Gather At Your Table 
Communion is distributed. (The Communion Hymn is sung during the distribution, 

after the choir has been served.) 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving:  

O God, we thank you for knowing when we are hungry, before we ourselves know 

it. We thank you for the friendship of Christ that has a meal ready for us when we 

are weary with the long night's working and have come up empty, powerless to 

provide for ourselves. Grant us the humility and enthusiasm to keep coming back 

to warm our hands around this campfire, Christ's feast of love, now, and in all our 

days. Amen.  

 

Singing together: “Help Us Accept Each Other ” #388 

 

Benediction: May the God whose love fills us with peace and joy bless us as we 

go forth to do the work of justice in the world.  Our service has ended, and our 

service begins. 

 

Postlude: March of The Priests - Felix Mendelsshon 


