
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 3, 2019 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"Protesters are still on the fringes like satellites, revolving around the system. 

But prophets and poets lead us into a new world, beyond simply yelling at the old one." 
—Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary Radical, 21st century 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”       Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
*SONG OF CENTERING 
“Here in This Place”         SPP 5 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: God alone is our refuge and hope, 

our shelter and protection. 
People: From our very first breath to our last, 

God’s love and compassion never fail. 
Liturgist: So come, lift your voices in praise to God. 

Bear witness to God’s acts of mercy and love. 
People: We will sing of God’s glory to all who will listen. 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“O Christ Jesus, Sent from Heaven”       NCH 47 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Provoking God, 
calling us through the face of the Other: 
free our fickle hearts 
from our need to divide and exclude 
that which is foreign and different; 
lead us through the storms of rage 
to a clear and new beginning; 
through Jesus Christ, 
whom hatred cannot touch 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist   Jeremiah 1.4-10 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah: 

 

Now the word of God came to me saying, 
   "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
       and before you were born I consecrated you; 
    I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 
Then I said, "Ah, Eternal One, my God! 
   Truly I do not know how to speak, 
      for I am only a boy." 
But God said to me, 
   "Do not say, 'I am only a child'; 
      for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
      and you shall speak whatever I command you, 
Do not be afraid of them, 
    for I am with you to deliver you, says God." 
Then God put out a hand and touched my mouth; 
     and said to me, 
"Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
    See, today I appoint you over nations and over realms, 
        to pluck up and to pull down, 
        to destroy and to overthrow, 
        to build and to plant." 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Led by Liturgist    Psalm 71.1-6 
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Liturgist: You are our refuge, O God; 
People: save us from all that would harm us. 
Liturgist: You are the faithful One; 
People: deliver us from all threats. 
Liturgist: Hear our cries 
People: and come to save us. 
Liturgist: Be our strength, O God, 
People: and the strong arms that embrace us. 
Liturgist: Be our safe haven, God, 
People: and the sanctuary of our protection. 
Liturgist: Save us, O God, from all malice, 
People: from the hands of all who do wrong. 
Liturgist: Rescue us from all injustice 
People: and save us from all violence. 
Liturgist: You are our God, our hope, 
People: the One in whom we place our trust. 
Liturgist: You are the One who has been with us from birth 
People: the One who has walked with us through everything. 
Liturgist: We have depended upon you 
People: and you have never failed us. 
Liturgist: Out of deepest gratitude, 
People: we offer you our endless praise. 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist    1 Corinthians 13.1-13 
Liturgist: A reading from the first letter of Paul to the church at Corinth: 

 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, 
I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 
If I have prophetic powers, 
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but do not have love, I am nothing. 
If I give away all my possessions, 
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 

Love is patient; love is kind; 
love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; 
it is not irritable or resentful; 
it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

Love never ends. 
As for prophecies, they will come to an end; 
as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 
We know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 
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but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 
 

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, 
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; 
when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 
Now we see in a mirror, dimly, 
but then we will see face to face. 
Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 4.21-30 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 

 

Then Jesus began to say to all in the synagogue in Nazareth, 
"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 
All spoke well of Jesus 
and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 
They said, "Is not this Joseph's son?" 
Jesus said to them, 
"Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' 
You will say, 'Do here also in your hometown 
the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.'" 
Looking around, Jesus continued, 
"Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's hometown. 
The truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
and there was a severe famine over all the land; 
yet Elijah was sent to none of them 
except to a woman who was a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 
There were also many suffering from leprosy in Israel 
in the time of the prophet Elisha, 
and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian." 
 

When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 
They got up, drove Jesus out of the town, 
forcing Jesus to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, 
so that they might hurl him off the cliff, 
but Jesus passed through the midst of them 
and went on his way. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
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THE WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Dealing with Rejection”      The Rev. Wes Jamison 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost”       NCH 61 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: God of all goodness, 

we live in times of stress and controversy, 
of injustice and cruelty. 
In our struggles, we cry to you for help 
remembering that you have been our refuge since birth. 
Hear us now, O God,as we pray: 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: We pray for leaders and nations around the world, 
that we may hold them accountable 
to seek justice and peace. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: We pray for your church in all its forms, 
that we may embody your steadfast love. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those who are victims of abuse, 
for those who are refugees and migrants, 
and for those who are victims of war and violence; 
that we may reach out with healing hands 
and offer them your peace. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those trapped by natural disaster; 
that we may embrace them with your calm 
and work diligently for their relief. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those who are ill or suffering, 
that we may offer them the comfort of your love. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
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Pastor: We pray for the world that you have made, 
that we may work to ensure 
that the health of the earth is restored. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those who are born today 
and those who will die today; 
may we surround them with your love. 
O God of all creation, 

ALL:  be our hope and trust. 
 

Pastor: God of all Wisdom, 
enable us to be humble and kind in all things, 
remembering that our knowledge is limited 
and our understanding is flawed. 
Ground us in faith, hope, and love, 
that we may reach out in healing to a world in need 
through Jesus Christ, 
who offers us the greatest gift of love 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP      Bill Newsom 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we may respond to every need with love 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Prière à Notre-Dame”       Leon Boëllmann 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE           “A Doxology for Epiphany”  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God the source of life and breath; 
Praise Christ, one born to conquer death; 

Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery: 
One God, pure grace, who sets us free. 

Amen. 
Words:  John A. Nelson, 2010 
Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
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Used by permission. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Pastor: God of heaven and earth, 
  we give you thanks for the beauty of your world 

and the wonder of your grace. 
In Jesus Christ, you embody faith, hope, and love 
and meet every form of hatred with compassion. 

  Out of gratitude for your steadfast love 
and your endless provision, 
we offer you not only these gifts, 
but indeed our very lives with them. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
and upon all of us 
that we may become the risen body of Christ in this world 
reflecting the light of hope 
and sharing your goodness with all 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go now to all to whom God sends you, 

and speak whatever words God gives you. 
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Rejoice in the truth and do not be afraid. 
Let all that you do and all that you say 
be filled with love, for love never ends. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
SONG OF PARTING 
“Praise the Source of Faith and Learning”      NCH 411 
 
BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Trumpet Voluntary”       Jeremiah Clark 


