
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
Easter Sunday 
April 21, 2019 

A Service of Word and Sacrament 
 

 
"Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 

We are an Easter people and hallelujah is our song." 
—Augustine, 4th century CE bishop and theologian 

 
PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today’s Hymns”      Joel Gary 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SONGS OF HOLY WEEK   
By the Children’s Choir  
 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People: And also with you. 
Liturgist: The long night of mourning is over. 
People: A new day of rejoicing has begun. 
Liturgist: The tomb is empty. 
People: The body is gone. 
Liturgist: Christ is alive! 
People: Christ is alive in, through, and among us! 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
*SONG OF GATHERING 
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”      NCH 233 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Eternal God, 
unlimited by mortal fear 



or tomb’s cold grip: 
in the lingering shadows of the night 
give us grace to know 
your life triumphant 
your love undimmed 
in the face of Jesus Christ, 
the firstborn from the dead 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING Read by Liturgist  Acts 10.34-43 
Liturgist: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 

Then Peter began to speak to the whole household: 
"I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
but in every nation anyone who honors God 
and does what is right is acceptable to God. 
You know the message sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—who is Lord of all. 
That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how Jesus went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed, 
for God was with Jesus. 
We are witnesses to all that Jesus did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
The authorities put Jesus to death by hanging him on a tree; 
but God raised Jesus on the third day 
and Jesus appeared, 
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with Jesus after the resurrection. 
The risen Christ commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that Christ is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 
The prophets testify that everyone who believes in Christ 
receives forgiveness of sins." 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Led by Cantor    Psalm 118 

This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad. 



This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad. 

 
SECOND READING  Read by Liturgist  1 Corinthians 15.19-26 
Liturgist: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the church at Corinth: 
 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied, 
but we know that Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who have died. 
Since death came through a human being, 
the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 
for as all experience death in our humanity, 
so all will be made alive in Christ. 
Each must come in order: 
Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection, 
then at Christ’s coming those who belong to Christ will rise. 
After all have been raised, then comes the end, 
when the risen and ascended Christ 
hands over the beloved community of God’s reign to God, 
after the defeat of every tyrant 
and every unjust authority and power. 
The risen Christ must reign 
until every enemy of God has been defeated. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM 
“This is the Day”        Jay Althouse 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
*GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Luke 24.1-12 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Luke: 
People: Glory to you, O Christ. 
 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, 
the women came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. 
They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in, they did not find the body. 
While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, 



"Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
Jesus is not here, but has risen. 
Remember how Jesus told you, while still in Galilee, 
that the Truly Human One must be handed over to the unjust authorities, 
and be crucified, 
and on the third day rise again?" 
Then they remembered the words, 
and returning from the tomb, 
they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 
Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
Yet, these words seemed to them an idle tale, 
and they did not believe them. 
Peter got up and ran to the tomb; 
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; 
then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
 
SERMON 
“Thank God for Courageous Women”    The Rev. Dr. Wes Jamison 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day”     NCH 241 
 
INVITATION 
Pastor: I invite those who wish to join this church 
  to come forward as a sign of their commitment. 
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
Pastor: Kindred in Christ, 

we all are received into the church 
through the sacrament of baptism. 
These people have found nurture and support 
in the midst of this part of the Body of Christ. 
Through prayer and study 
they have been led by the Holy Spirit 
to affirm their baptism 
and to claim in our presence 
their covenantal relationship 
with Christ and the members of the church. 



They are here to join us in our worship of God 
our service for Jesus Christ, 
and to use the gifts the Holy Spirit has given them. 

 
SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE adapted from Ephesians 4.4-6 
Pastor: Hear these words from the writer of Ephesians: 

 

In baptism you were claimed by God, 
marked as Christ’s own forever, 
and joined to Christ’s body by the Holy Spirit. 
You come to us then, not as strangers, 
but as friends in Christ and members of the household of God. 
We rejoice that you now desire to join with this congregation 
in the worship and mission of the church. 

 
QUESTION OF THE CANDIDATES 
Pastor: Do you desire to reaffirm the vows made at your baptism 
  and to join this congregation of the church of Jesus Christ? 
Candidate: I do. 
 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
Pastor: The resurrection of Jesus Christ 

and the reception of new members 
invites the whole church to renew its faith. 
 

I ask you, therefore, 
once again to reject sin, 
to profess your faith in Jesus Christ, 
and to confess the faith of the church, 
the faith in which we were baptized. 
 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, 
do you turn from the ways of sin 
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 

People: I do. 
 

Pastor: Who is your Savior and Lord? 
People: Jesus Christ is my Savior and Lord. 

 

Pastor: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, 
following the way of our Savior, 
resisting oppression and evil, 
showing love and justice, 
and witnessing to the work and word of Jesus Christ 
as best you are able? 
 

People: I will, with the help of God. 
 

Pastor: Will you strive to grow in the Christian faith 
and to be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ, 



celebrating Christ’s presence 
and furthering Christ’s mission in all the world? 

People: I will, with the help of God. 
 

Pastor: Do you promise to participate in the life and mission 
  of this congregation of the church of Jesus Christ, 

sharing regularly in the worship of God with us 
and joining us in the work of this family of faith 
as we seek to serve the community and the world? 

People: I do, with the help of God. 
 
PROMISES OF THE CONGREGATION 
Pastor: Do you welcome these individuals with joy 
  into the common life of this church 
  and do you promise your friendship and prayers 
  as we share the hopes and labors 
  of the church of Jesus Christ, 
  that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  we may continue to grow together 
  in our knowledge of and love for God 
  and be faithful witnesses of our risen Savior? 
People: We do! 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed in the form of a Doxology) 
Pastor: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

ALL:  I believe in you, O God, 
the mighty and eternal one, 
who created the world 
and all that exists. 
 

I trust in you, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you were born of Mary, 
lived as one of us, 
welcomed and loved all whom you met, 
struggled for a more just world, 
suffered under the powers of your day, 
that you were executed as an enemy of the state, 
buried as one without privilege, 
becoming one with all who have lived and died, 
and yet you were raised to life again among your people, 
conquering sin and death, 
and destined to reign in justice and love 
over all creation. 
 

I depend upon you, Holy Spirit, 
who calls us into the one church of Jesus Christ, 
unites us with all the saints of every time and place, 



reconciles us to God and to each other, 
raises us from death, 
and leads us into everlasting life. 
 

Amen. 
 
The celebrant fills the font with water. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
Pastor: Holy One, 

giver of all life  
and the gift of water to sustain it,  
we give you thanks for all that you have made.  
In the beginning  
your creative Spirit hovered over the watery chaos  
bringing order and life into being.  
By water you nourish the earth that you have made.  
Through water you led your people to freedom.  
In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus was baptized as one of us  
and anointed by your Spirit to proclaim your coming reign.  
Send your Spirit upon this water  
that it may be for us the womb of new life  
and empower us to share that abundant life with all  
following the way of Jesus, our Savior.  

ALL:  Amen.  
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
Pastor: Remember your baptism 

and be thankful. 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, 
one God and mother of us all. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
THE ASPERSION 
The pastor dips a branch into the waters of the font 
and moves through the congregation, 
sprinkling water over the worshipers. 
 
PRAYER FOR COMMITMENT 
Pastor: Creative God, 

you knit us in our mother's womb,  
forming us in your image 
and claiming our lives for your service  
before we ever take a breath.  



Give strength to this congregation  
that we may truly keep the promises made today.  
Fill us with your Holy Spirit  
that we may be faithful disciples of Jesus,  
the one who walks with us as one of us, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit.  

ALL:  Amen.  
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Pastor: Live your life in freedom  

trusting that you are a beloved child of God,  
daring to walk with love, justice, and humility 
in the way of Jesus Christ,  
and depending upon the Holy Spirit for your strength,  
and may the Triune God:  
the One who creates,  
the One who redeems,  
and the One who sustains,  
guide you all the days of your life.  

ALL:  Amen. 
 
Here the pastor and other representatives may formally welcome the new members 
with the presentation of a card or certificate of membership. 
 
THE PEACE 
Pastor: May the peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ 
  be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Pastor: Rejoicing in God’s promise of new creation,  

let us pray to the Maker of heaven and earth,  
saying: God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . .  
Make us faithful witnesses to the resurrection,  
proclaiming the hope that is ours in Christ  
for the sake of the world Christ came to save.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . .  
Bring justice and peace to all the nations,  
so that the lamb and wolf may feed together  



and all may enjoy the fruit of their own labor.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . .  
Put an end to the prejudice and partiality  
that divide neighbors from one another.  
Help us to seek what is good and right for all.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . .  
Redeem them from the power of death,  
so that they may tell your mighty work  
and celebrate your steadfast love.  
God of new life, 

ALL:  hear our prayer.  
 

Pastor: Gracious God, 
keep us working and praying  
for the coming of your holy realm of peace,  
when we will share abundant life with you 
and with all your beloved children;  
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
that we might share the joy of the resurrection 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Finale” from Concerto #5      George Fredrick Handel 
 
*SONG OF PRAISE   “A Doxology for Easter” LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise Jesus Christ, who rose from death! 
Praise to the Source of life and breath! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise to the Spirit, holy dove, 
Giver of life, of peace, of love. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 



Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 
Words:  Ruth Duck, 1999. 

Music:  Auserlesen Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Cologne, 1623 
Used by permission. 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Pastor: Living God, 
  we give you thanks 
  for the joy of life 
  and the hope of resurrection. 
  In gratitude for all that you have given us, 
  we offer to you these gifts 
  and with them our very lives 
  that all may experience new life 
  through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior and Lord, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
The pastor invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE              Pastor 
Pastor: This is the table of Jesus Christ, 

a place of hope and healing. 
Come, for all who ache to know that death is not the end 
will find that life is stronger than death at this table. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              Pastor 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Open your hearts. 
People: We open them to God and to each other. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you have raised Christ from the dead, 
the first fruits of those who have died. 
 

You created the earth 
and your steadfast love endures forever  
for all the people of every nation. 
 

As the prophets testified, 
you sent your child Jesus into the world preaching peace, 
You anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power 
and Jesus went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed. 
Like a stone rejected by the builders 



Jesus was put to death, hanging on a tree, 
but you raised Christ on the third day 
and made the risen Christ the cornerstone of your reign. 
Now the risen Christ meets us in our grief, 
eating and drinking with us 
and raising us all to life, 
so that Christ might present the beloved community to you, 
having destroyed the last enemy: death itself. 
 

Therefore, with all whom you have made, cherished, and called, 
with all who hunger for the beloved community of your reign, 
and refuse to rest until all your children are fed, 
with the broken saints and redeemed sinners of all the ages, 
we join the unending song of praise: 

 

ALL:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, most Holy One, embodied in Jesus. 
On that night before death, 
Jesus took bread and gave you thanks. 
Jesus broke it, gave it to the disciples and said, 
“Take, eat, this is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this to remember me. “ 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup and gave you thanks. 
Jesus gave it to them and said, “Drink this. 
It is my blood of the new covenant, 
given for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this to remember me.” 
 

And so we affirm the mystery of our faith: 
 

ALL:  Christ has died; 
Christ is risen; 
Christ will come again. 

 

Pastor: Send down your Holy Spirit 
on these gifts of bread and wine, 
that we may know 
the living presence of Jesus Christ; 
healing, forgiving, and making us whole. 

 

Send down your Holy Spirit upon us as well, 
that as these elements 
become for us the living presence of Christ, 
so may we become for you, your body, 



loving and caring for all that you have made, 
that your just and peaceful realm may come 
through your holy church. 
 

ALL:  Amen, amen, amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
as Jesus taught us: 

 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; 
and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD              Pastor 
The celebrant breaks the bread. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“I am the bread of life.” 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

The celebrant pours the cup. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
ALL:  Amen. 
 

The celebrant holds the elements before the people. 
Pastor: Jesus said: 

“Come to me and never be hungry; 
believe in me and never thirst.” 

ALL:  And so we come. 
 
The servers will come forward as the choir is being served. 
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
As the host is given. 
Server: The body of Christ given for you. 



Recipient: Amen. 
 

As the cup is given. 
Server: The blood of Christ given for you. 
Recipient: Amen. 
 
SONG OF COMMUNION 
“I Come with Joy”       NCH 349 

 

PRAYER FOR COMMITMENT              Pastor 
Pastor: Living One, 
  we give you thanks for this holy meal 
  and for the steadfast hope 

that we know in the Jesus Christ, 
whose very presence gives us life. 
Send us into the world filled with courage 
that our lives may proclaim the truth 
that love is stronger than hate, 
that life is stronger than death, 
through Jesus Christ, the risen one, 
who leads us by the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
CHARGE  Liturgist 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Liturgist: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Liturgist: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Liturgist: Go now filled with the joy of the resurrection! 

Share new life with all. 
Put your hope in the risen Christ, 
and testify that love is stronger than hate, 
that life is stronger than death. 
Embody peace and reconciliation for all. 

People: We go in peace to love and serve God 
  in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
*SONG OF PARTING 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”     NCH 240 
 
*BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 



and the One who will always sustain you. 
ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Toccata” from Symphony #5     Charles Marie Widor 
 
*Indicates that you are invited to rise in body or spirit. 


