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Centering Ourselves Within Our Darkest Night You Kindle a Fire 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqQsZK57OX8 

 

News of Our Life Together  stjohnsuccgr.org 

 

Singing Together  Wait for the Lord (Taize) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Ge4xEI4-yE 

 

Pastor: Repentance, to be sure, 

but of a species far 

less likely to oblige 

sheepish repetition. 

 

Repentance, you’ll observe, 

glibly bears the bent 

of thought revisited, 

and mind’s familiar stamp 

 

–a quaint, half-hearted 

doubleness that couples 

all compunction with a pledge 

of recurrent screw-up. 

 

The heart’s metanoia, 

on the other hand, turns 

without regret, turns not 

so much away, as toward, 

 

as if the slow pilgrim 

has been surprised to find 

that sin is not so bad 

as it is a waste of time. 

–Scott Cairns 

 

LEADER: Beloved in Christ, let us recall the mystery of our faith: 

ALL: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 

LEADER: Lent is the season which invites us to join Jesus in the first of these deep truths: 

choosing to die to self so that we might live with him.  
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And so we begin this Lenten season by naming  

those things about which we are considering a change of mind,  

those things toward which we hope to turn our lives,  

those qualities of character we long to embrace as we become more like Jesus.  

 

By feasting on Scripture, immersing ourselves in prayer, and fasting in ways 

that discipline the appetites which threaten to control us, we open ourselves to 

the One who will nurture and nourish the kind of repentance that "turns not so 

much away, as toward," and leaves us "surprised to find that sin is not so bad as 

it is a waste of time." 

 

Let us be mindful of the presence of God as we begin this season  

and as we begin worship together.  

 

We keep silence. 

 

Pastor: God of holiness: your day comes near, and we tremble, 

not out of fear, but from awe and gratitude. 

For on your day, we are fully known, completely restored, reconciled to you 

forever. 

 

Jesus Christ, Grace-bearer: as the season of Lent begins, may we be filled with 

your hope and open to the gifts of others.  

 

Holy Spirit, cleanse our hearts from guilt and fill us with your power so that we 

may embrace the new lives we desire. 

 

ALL: God in Community, Holy and One, our Treasure and our Joy, 

hear us as we pray in unity this night: (insert Lord’s Prayer) 

 

Singing Together In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uAx8gjQrsOY 

 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice. 

Look to God. Do not be afraid.  

Lift up your voices the Lord is near, lift up your voices the Lord is near. 

 

Listening for God Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Leader: When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 
2 

Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  

Women: 
3 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Men: 
4 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 

Women: 
5 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
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Men: 
6 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 
 

Women: 
7 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 

Men: 
8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

Women: 
9 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

Men: 
10 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Women: 
11 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
 

Men: 
12 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
1
 

 

"Congratulations! You've chosen poverty." 

http://stjohnsuccgr.org/join-us/worship/sermons 

 

Making Confession 
  

LEADER: We are a faithful people who are sometimes discouraged by the enormity of the 

problems we face:  

ALL: income that runs out before the month does,  

conflicts that threaten our relationships,  

too much to do and too little time or energy to do it,  

a culture that no longer values church life.  

We are a people feeling like life is beyond our own control. How we struggle 

for control! We want things to be different, but we're disheartened when the 

changes never seem to happen. 

Pastor: Jesus says to us: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for yours is the realm of God. 

Congratulations for choosing a life outside of your own control. 

O the gladness that comes you when you have no choice but to depend on God. 

In those moments the whole realm of God is at your disposal. 

 

We receive ashes as a sign of our repentance.  

 

Someone: As we sing you are invited to the ashes of repentance: a symbol of your turning 

toward the poverty to which Jesus invites you: a life lived willingly under God's 

control wherein the limits of self are exchanged for God's limitless  reign.  

 

"How Blessed Are You Who Are Poor" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pw9mnN_twWE 

 

After all have received ashes, change words:  

                                                 
1
 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mt 5:1–12). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers. 
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"How blessed are we when we're poor, the kingdom of God is ours."  

 

Reconciling Ourselves  

 
LEADER: So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother 

or sister has something against you,
 
leave your gift there before the altar and go; 

first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.
2
 

ALL: In response to Christ's command, we reach out to one another in love, 

sharing a sign of Christ's peace together. 

 

We welcome one another to the table by sharing a sign of Christ's peace,  

and we place our offerings in the plates on the table. 
 

In Great Thanksgiving 

 

Pastor: As we step more deeply into the poverty to which Jesus calls us, God offers us a 

feast. Broken bread brings us wholeness. Wine poured out fills us with hope. Here 

God's grace meets our deepest needs. Whoever you are and wherever you are on 

life's journey, this feast is for you.  

 

(Singing:) The Lord be with you! 

 

ALL SING: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

ALL: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: Among friends gathered around a table, Jesus took bread and having blessed it, he 

broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying, "This is my body broken for 

you." 

 

In the same way Jesus poured wine into a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to 

his friends at table saying, "Drink of it all of you. This cup is a new relationship 

with God, sealed with my blood which is poured out for the forgiveness of your 

sins.  

 

God our Creator, it is fitting that we offer you our praise at all times and in all 

circumstances. For you formed us to live in the joy of confidently depending on 

you. When we broke your heart by choosing our desires over your dreams for us, 

you did not turn away from us, but offered us Jesus as the Way to turn toward you 

again. 

                                                 
2
 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mt 5:23–24). Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson Publishers. 
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And so we offer you the living sacrifice of ourselves, and a sacrifice of praise as 

we recall Jesus' self-sacrifice for us: 

ALL: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory! Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in your 

Name. Hosanna in the highest!  

Pastor: Jesus, as we do now what you did in an upstairs room, breathe your Spirit upon 

this bread and wine, that they may be heaven's food and drink for us: renewing, 

sustaining, and making us whole. As the bread and wine which we now eat and 

drink are transformed into us, we may be transformed into your Body on earth, 

loving and caring in the world. Amen.  
 

When worshipping in community, we circle the Table in small groups,  

and serve one another the bread and wine. 

 

One Bread, One Body 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FG9T8UmN6VY 

 

Praying Together  
 

Departing 
 

ALL: Marked by a cross, cherished and forgiven, we are traveling home. 

North: Called to be holy,  

South: called to be happy, 

ALL: We are traveling home. 

LEADER: God in our hearts, God in our lives 

ALL: We are traveling home.
3
 

Pastor: In your going, remember the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 

was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might 

become rich.
4
 And may the Master of the Universe open to you the resources of 

heaven as, for the sake of others, you become poor. Amen.  

 

Singing Together Jesus Remember Me 

 

                                                 
3
 Ruth Burgess, "Marked by a cross" in Eggs and Ashes 

 
4
 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (2 Co 8:9). Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers. 


