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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost September 24th, 2017 

Centering Ourselves     Prelude – Improvisation On Today's 

Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshipers 

 

Announcements - 

Passing the peace 

  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of 

Christ. 

 

Singing Together - “For The Beauty Of The Earth” #28 

 

Call to Worship :  

L: Surely God is in this place 

C: How awesome is the presence of our God! 

L: This is none other than the house of God. 

C: This is the gate of heaven! 

All: Amen 

 

Singing Together - “All Things Bright And Beautiful” #31 

 

Morning Text -  Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17  

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called his elder son Esau 

and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 
2
He said, “See, I am old; I do not 

know the day of my death. 
3
Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out 

to the field, and hunt game for me. 
4
Then prepare for me savory food, such as I like, and bring it 

to me to eat, so that I may bless you before I die.” 
 

15
Then Rebekah took the best garments of her elder son Esau, which were with her in the house, 

and put them on her younger son Jacob; 
16

and she put the skins of the kids on his hands and on 

the smooth part of his neck. 
17

Then she handed the savory food, and the bread that she had 

prepared, to her son Jacob.
 

18
So he went in to his father, and said, “My father”; and he said, “Here I am; who are you, my 

son?” 
19

Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit 

up and eat of my game, so that you may bless me.” 
20

But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that 

you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the Lord your God granted me 

success.” 
21

Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel you, my son, to know whether 

you are really my son Esau or not.” 
22

So Jacob went up to his father Isaac, who felt him and said, 

“The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 
23

He did not recognize him, 

because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands; so he blessed him.
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10
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 

11
He came to a certain place and stayed there for 

the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head 

and lay down in that place. 
12

And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top 

of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
13

And the 

Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of 

Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 
14

and your offspring 

shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 

the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 

offspring. 
15

Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you 

back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
 

16
Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know 

it!” 
17

And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house 

of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

 

 

Children’s Circle – Blessing of the pets 
 

P: The animals of God's creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea.  They share in the 

fortunes of human existence and have a part in human life.  

 

God, who confers gifts on all living things, has often used the service of animals or made them 

reminders of the gifts of salvation.  Animals were saved by the great flood and afterwards made a 

part of the covenant with Noah. 

 

The paschal lamb recalls passover sacrifice and the deliverance from slavery in Egypt. 

 

A giant fish saved Jonah, ravens brought bread to Elijah, animals were included in the 

repentance of Nineveh. 

 

A donkey took soon-to-be parents Mary and Joseph into Bethlehem, and took a triumphant Jesus 

into Jerusalem and animals share in Christ's redemption of all God's creation. 

 

We, therefore, invoke God's blessing on these animals. 

 

As we do, let us praise the Creator and thank God for setting us as stewards overa ll the creatures 

of the earth. 

 

Bless, O God, these creatures, and fill our hearts with thanksgiving for their being. 

 

 

Sermon: Mixed Blessing 
 

Singing together - “We Are Climbing Jacob's Ladder” #500   
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Praying together:  The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and concerns 
 

 ...we ask all these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen  

 

Honoring Our Covenants:   

Leader:  We are all blessed as children of God, perhaps a little or perhaps a lot.  As God has 

blessed us, we can bless others.  Let us share our blessings with our community, to do God's 

work among us. 

  

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory:  Rondo – Henry Purcell  

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:    Doxology 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost 

  Amen. 

 

Prayer:  We are the guardians, O God, of all you have given us.  Accept now these fruits of our 

labor, which we bring to you seeking your blessing, through the name of the One whose love 

knows all and covers all, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Singing together:  “Blessed Assurance” #473     

 

Benediction:  
God told Jacob that God was with Jacob and would keep him where ever he went. 

God be with us as we leave this place 

forever with us, forever in us, forever through us. 

 Amen 

  

Postlude: Rondo in G – John Bull/Richard Ellsasser  


