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Advent 1  Sunday of Ordinary Time—November 27, 2016 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshippers  

Passing the peace  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

Singing Together     #122 Come, O Long Expected Jesus 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope  

An individual or group will come forward to light the first blue candle 

L:  Today we light the candle of Hope, hope for the coming of Christ into our world. 



Liturgy for Word and Sacrament 
 

2 
 
 

Call to Worship:  

L: Christ shall come, God’s gift to the world; 

C: that the desperate should find hope—light the first candle 

L: that the persecuted should find peace— 

C: that the lonely should find love 

L: that the dejected should find joy. 

All:  O Christ of the world, your time is now!  We wait, we watch, we wonder!  Come! 

Anthem    Advent Canon-Hal Hopson 

Morning Text:  Daniel 6:6-27 

So the presidents and satraps conspired and came to the king and said to him, “O King Darius, live 

forever! All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the 

governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an interdict, that whoever 

prays to anyone, divine or human, for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of 

lions. Now, O king, establish the interdict and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, 

according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Therefore King Darius 

signed the document and interdict. Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he 

continued to go to his house, which had windows in its upper room open toward Jerusalem, and to get 

down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God and praise God, just as he had done previously. 

The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. Then they 

approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not sign an interdict, that 

anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown 

into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and 

Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from 

Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers 

three times a day.” When the king heard the charge, he was very much distressed. He was determined 

to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made every effort to rescue him. Then the conspirators 

came to the king and said to him, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no 

interdict or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.” Then the king gave the command, and 

Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 

faithfully serve, deliver you!” A stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed 

it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, so that nothing might be changed concerning 

Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to him, and sleep fled 

from him. Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions. When he came near the 
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den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your 

God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from the lions?” Daniel then said to the king, “O 

king, live forever! My God sent an angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, 

because I was found blameless before God; and also before you, O king, I have done no wrong.” Then 

the king was exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was 

taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. The 

king gave a command, and those who had accused Daniel were brought and thrown into the den of 

lions—they, their children, and their wives. Before they reached the bottom of the den the lions 

overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces. 

Then King Darius wrote to all peoples and nations of every language throughout the whole world: “May 

you have abundant prosperity! I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people should tremble 

and fear before the God of Daniel: For this is the living God, enduring forever. Yahweh’s kingdom shall 

never be destroyed, and Yahweh’s dominion has no end. God delivers and rescues, God works signs and 

wonders in heaven and on earth; for God has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 

 

Children’s Circle  The meaning of a Chrismon ornament and hanging it on the tree. 

Sermon:    Regulating prayer 

Singing together     #477 Though Falsely Some Revile Or Hate Me 
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Praying together: 

Pastoral Invitation: Let us quiet our minds and open our souls so that we might hear God speaking to us and we 

might share what is in our hearts and minds with God who is more wiling to hear us than we are to speak. 

A time of silence followed by 

Pastor:  We know you have heard us God……. 

We pray that we have heard you. 

Let us pray together the prayer Jesus taught the disciples using the words most comfortable each of us. 

 

All:  Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

 

Honoring Our Covenants: 

Leader:    Today we lit the candle of hope.  It is out of that hope that we give, it is out of our confidence for the 

future that we give.  We are confident that we have been called to be God’s church, to be the incarnation of God 

into this world and to bring hope to others who are hopeless. 

The morning offering will now be received. 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory:     Sleepers Awake!-Johann Sebastian Bach 

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing fo the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:  Old Hundredth tune 

Praise God, the love we all share; Praise God, the beauty everywhere; 

Praise God, the hope of good to be; Praise God, the truth that makes us free.     

Prayer 

Communion: 

Pastor:  In the beginning, O God, there was only you. We lived with you, walked with you, and your 
presence was like the light of a thousand suns blazing. Yet we turned away from that light and walked 
into the dark. We hid from the glory of your fire. Our eyes were blinded by your brightness. Even so, you 
did not turn from us. You gave us the promise of a new light, the hope of our reconciliation. You 
promised us your Son. 
 
Congregation:  We await the fulfillment of your promise. We look into the dark, with eyes unused to 
your radiance, and see an ember burning. Renew our eyes. Send us your light, O God.  
 
Pastor:  In the beginning, O God, there was only you. And you moved to save us from our blindness, to 
lead us from our dark wanderings, and to bring us back into the light of day. Little by little you have 
revealed your light. Little by little you have accustomed us to the coming fire. Through Sara and 
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Abraham, through Jacob and Isaac, through Moses and David, through Mary and Joseph, you have 
slowly uncovered the ember of our hope still burning. You have revealed to us Christ Jesus. 
 
Congregation:  We have walked with Sara. We have walked with Abraham and all your prophets. We 
have tried to open our eyes to the light. Help us to see again. Help us to endure the light of your 
coming. Send us your light, our hope and our salvation. Send us your Son. Send us Jesus. 
 
Pastor:  In the beginning, O God, there was only you: Creator, Word and Breath. And from that 
beginning we see our birth. From that beginning we see our salvation. From that beginning we see our 
source of life. 
 
Congregation:  Come loving Parent. Come Lord Jesus.  
Come Holy Spirit. Come to us now. 
 
Pastor:  For the promise of our salvation, the ember of life still burning, is Christ Jesus who comes as one 
of us, who comes to save us, who comes to lead us into the light. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took the bread, and gave thanks; he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me." 
 
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying, "This cup is the new 
covenant which is in my blood. Do this in remembrance of me" 
 
For as long as you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes again. 
 
All:  Through God and with God and in God is all glory and honor, all life and light, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Congregation invited to come forward as individuals, families, groups to receive communion  

Communion Hymn:   #342 Be Known to Us in the Breaking Bread 

Hymn starts after choir has been served and return to their seats 
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Prayer 

Singing together:       #611 O Day Of God, Draw Near 
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Benediction: So much of our faith is about waiting, wondering, watching, and hoping.  We take our faith 

with us into the world and we wait to see what God would have us to do, we wonder what task God 

might have for us, we watch for places to serve, and we hope that there others all around us doing the 

same.  Amen 

 

  

Postlude:   Psalm XIX-Benedetto Marcello 


