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Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost November 19, 2017 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel 

Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshipers 

 

Announcements – 

 

Passing the peace  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of 

Christ. 

 

Singing Together - “Jesus Shall Reign” #300 

 

Call to Worship :  

L: The people who walked in darkness…  

C: Have seen a great light;  

L: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness—  

C: On them light has shined. 

All: Amen 

 

St John's Story – Peter Huschilt 

 

Anthem – Canticle of Thanksgiving – Dale Wood 

    

 

Morning Text:   Psalm 123, Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Psalm 123: 

To you I lift up my eyes, 

   O you who are enthroned in the heavens!  

As the eyes of servants 

   look to the hand of their master, 

as the eyes of a maid 

   to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to the Lord our God, 

   until he has mercy upon us.  

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 

   for we have had more than enough of contempt.  

Our soul has had more than its fill 

   of the scorn of those who are at ease, 

   of the contempt of the proud.  
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Matthew 25:14-30 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 

Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 

them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two 

more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground 

and hid his master’s money.  

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one 

who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also 

came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’  

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 

you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 

But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 

not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 

talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will 

be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they 

have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Children’s Circle /Blessing the Thanksgiving Baskets 

 

Sermon: “Ostrich Mentality” 

Guest Preacher Rev. Justo Gonzalez II 
 

Singing together - “Now Bless The God of Israel” #110  

   

Praying together:  The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and concerns 
 

 

 ...we ask all these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray. 

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen  
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Honoring Our Covenants:   

Leader: Jesus reminds us that we have all been given much – with our lives, with our talents, 

and maybe even with our treasures.  Let us bring our gifts before God, with the hope that by 

giving we will indeed be granted more as well. 

  

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory: The Evening Star – Richard Wagner/Arr. Edwin H. Lemare   

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:    Doxology 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Prayer:  We offer up these gifts, O Lord, in hopes for a world that needs your good and faithful 

servants on behalf of it. Do not let us despair when we cannot always see the fruits of our labors. 

Assure us that what we offer in your name is never in vain. Amen. 
Amen.  

  

Singing together:  “Now Thank We All Our God” #419    

 

Benediction: Go now, as children of the light 

  Ready to serve, Eager to give, Delighted to love 
  And may God’s blessing:   

 Source, Word and Spirit, One,  
 keep, lead and mold us, now and forever.  

 Amen 

  

Postlude:  Now Thank We All Our God – Johann Sebastian Bach/Arr. Virgil Fox 


