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Fourth Sunday of Lent—March 26, 2017 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel Gary 

 

Mission Moment 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshippers  

Passing the peace  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

Singing Together #211 Lord Jesus, Who Through These Forty Days 
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Call to Worship: Psalm 41:1-3 

L:  1Happy are those who consider the poor; 

C:   God delivers them in the day of trouble. 

L:  2God protects them and keeps them alive;  

C:  they are called happy in the land.  

L:  You do not give them up to the will of their enemies. 

C:  God sustains them on their sickbed; in their illness you heal all their infirmities.  

Anthem Ah, Holy Jesus – Jay Althous     

Morning Text:  Luke 16:19-31 

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 

day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his 

hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor 

man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 

buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 

Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip 

of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, 

remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 

things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a 

great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and 

no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house – 
28for I have five brothers – that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of 

torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, 

‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If 

they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from 

the dead.’” 

Children’s Circle  

Sermon:     

Singing together #586 Come To Tend God’s Garden 
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Praying together: 

Pastoral Invitation: Let us quiet our minds and open our souls so that we might hear God speaking to us and we 

might share what is in our hearts and minds with God who is more wiling to hear us than we are to speak. 

A time of silence followed by 

Pastor:  We know you have heard us God……. 
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We pray that we have heard you. 

Let us pray together the prayer Jesus taught the disciples using the words most comfortable each of us. 

 

All:  Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

Honoring Our Covenants: 

Leader: It is not our wealth or our health that shows how much God loves us.  It is how we use our wealth and our 

health that shows how much we love God. 

The morning offering will now be received. 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory:  Have Mercy Upon Me, O God - Johann Sebastian Bach   

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:  Lift High The Cross #198 (refrain) 

 
Prayer 

Communion for Lent 

Invitation:  We celebrate an open communion where all who wish to receive are welcome at the table.  

This table is prepared by God and no human has the right to turn anyone away.  We will serve 

communion by having you come forward and take a piece of the host and eat it.  You will then be 

offered a cup of unfermented grape juice.  You may drink the cup and place the empty cup on the trays 

placed on the front pew. 
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We remember and thank God for the many ways God has been revealed to us through the ages.  We 

remember God creating all that is.  We remember God speaking to Abraham and Sarah, to Moses, and 

the people in the desert, to all the prophets, and the leaders of faith, to Mary and to Joseph, and God 

being revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus.  For all of these mighty acts of God, we come to this 

table praising God. 

Confession: 

P: Let us confess our sin against God and each other. 

C:  Merciful God, we know that you love us and that you call us to fullness of life, but around us and 

within us we seek the brokenness of the world of our ways.  Our successes leave us empty; our 

progress does not satisfy.  Our prosperous land is not the promised land of our longing.  Forgive our 

willful neglect of your word, our insensitivity to the needs of others, and our failure to feed the spirit 

that is within us; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen 

Assurance of Pardon: 

Pastor:  Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and has promised to bring you to everlasting life. 

C:  Amen.  Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and promised to bring you to everlasting life. 

Pastor: Amen. 

Prayer: 

P:  God be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to God. 

P: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P:  (pastor prayer of thanks for all God has done in the history of humankind ending with) 

 

With the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name: 
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Telling the story: 

We remember the night that Jesus would be betrayed and deserted he prepared a meal for his 

followers.  Jesus began the meal by taking off his robes of teacher and rabbi, his robes of privilege and 

he put on the servants towel and went about the room and washed the feet of all who were there.  He 

washed the feet of those who would desert him, the feet of the one who would deny him, and the feet 

of the one who would betray him.  We, in this time of lent and preparation are also invited to let go of 

our privileges, let go of our celebrations and take on the role of servants, to seek to serve others and to 

serve God.  During the course of the meal, Jesus took the bread from the table and lifted it up, gave 

thanks for it, and broke it.  He gave it to those present and said, “This is my body which is broken for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, he took the cup from the supper table blessed it 

and said, “This cup is of the new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me. 

Prayer of Consecration: 

Invitation to Receive: (Those assisting with communion are invited forward) 

In Love You Summon 

 

In love you summon, in love I follow, living today for your tomorrow. 

Christ to release me, Christ to enfold me, Christ to restrain me, Christ to uphold me. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
 

Singing together:   #590 Spirit Of Jesus, If I Love My Neighbor 
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Benediction:  

P:  Jesus said, “You ought to always pray and not to faint.”  Do not pray for easy lives; 

C:  We pray to be stronger women and men.’ 

P:  Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers; 

C:  We pray for power equal to our task. 

P:  Then, the doing of your work will be no miracle— 

C:  We will be the miracle! 

P:  Every day you will wonder at yourself and the richness of life which has come to you by the grace of 

God.  Amen. 

  

Postlude:  Litanies - Jehan Alain  


