
Liturgy for Word and Sacrament 

1 

 

 

Third Sunday after Pentecost – UCC Anniversary, Graduation Sunday - June 25, 2017 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel 

Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshipers 

 

Passing the peace  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of 

Christ. 

 

Singing Together - “My Shepherd Is The Living God” #247 

 

Call to Worship:  

L: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth 

C: Sing God's name in glory! Give God praise and thanksgiving! 

L: Come and see what God has done 

C: God turned the sea into dry land, so that God's people passed through a river on foot. 

All: Let us see what more our God will do. Amen 

 

Recognition of Graduates: 

All graduates will be invited forward. 

 

<from Episcopal Life Weekly, posted on the Church Publishing website.  

https://www.churchpublishing.org/media/custom/IN-Formation/eLifeGraduationInsert.pdf> 

 

P:  We are gathered together to celebrate the accomplishments of members of our community.  

 

C:  We give blessings to you for all that you have achieved  

and many more achievements yet to come. 
 

P:  One part of your life’s journey is complete.  

You will prepare to begin another phase  

that will take you to unimaginable places.  

As you prepare for your next journey,  

we hope that you remember the ones you leave behind,  

who have loved and supported you throughout the years. 

 

C:  We give you blessings of good will and love  

as you journey forth into the world.  

We thank you for the laughter and fellowship  

that you have shared with us  

and pray that as you begin your next journey,  

https://www.churchpublishing.org/media/custom/IN-Formation/eLifeGraduationInsert.pdf
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remember the times that we all have shared with you. 
 

P: Use those memories as a beacon to guide you on your path.  

Don’t look back; continue only forward,  

while using those memories to create a new path. 

 

C: We pray that God will give you strength and determination  

to develop new relationships that will help to strengthen  

and sustain your faith. 
 

P: Because we are made in the image of God  

we have been blessed with free will to make choices and decisions. 

 

C: We pray that you make wise and rational decisions,  

always turning to God for help.  

God hears, God listens, God is always with you.  

Do not forget that.  

Always keep in mind that God is around  

and if you turn to God, God will guide you. 

Amen 

The graduates will return to their seats. 

 

Recognition of Faith Formation Teachers and Helpers: 

All teachers and helpers will be invited forward. 

Teachers: Michelle Hoffner, Crystal Soengen, Sue Garza, Kelly DeWald, Anne Slater, 

Victoria Bradford 

Helpers: Jordan Hoffner, Olivia DeWald, Everett Smith, Nathan Garza 

 

<from the UCC website - http://www.ucc.org/education> 

One: Teachers are called to serve the church in a variety of roles – ordained and lay, 

volunteer and paid. The United Church of Christ [or insert your own church name here] 

recognizes and affirms with deep appreciation the outstanding, faithful, and dedicated 

commitment to the teaching task. Today we honor all those dedicated teachers in the UCC. 

We thank you, O God, for the ministry of education. 

 

Many: Gentle and Loving God, through the ministry of teaching we learn about you, your 

creation of humankind, your trust in us to be your people, and your expectation that we 

will be responsible stewards of your creation. 

One: We also learn, from the Holy Spirit and from our spiritual ancestors, that we have room to 

grow in faith. 



Liturgy for Word and Sacrament 

3 

 

 

Many: Priests, prophets, and wise counselors teach us through the Hebrew scriptures. 

Evangelists, apostles, and letter-writers in the Christian scriptures teach us of your love 

and forgiveness. 

One: Most of all, we learn from your living Word, Jesus the teacher. 

Many: That story, always fresh, comes to us through teachers in the church. 

One: We thank you now and offer you praise for the educational ministry of Michelle, Crystal, 

Sue, Kelly, Anne, Victoria, Jordan, Olivia, Everett and Nathan. Help us to affirm and support 

them in the ministry of teaching. 

All: We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 

Gifts and handshakes/hugs will be distributed 

 

Singing Together - “God Is My Shepherd” #479 

   

Morning Text:   Psalm 23  

A Psalm of David. 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  

   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters;  

   he restores my soul. 

He leads me in right paths 

   for his name’s sake.  

 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

   I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; 

   your rod and your staff— 

   they comfort me.  

 

You prepare a table before me 

   in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

   my cup overflows.  

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

   all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

   my whole life long. 

Children’s Circle  

Sermon:  Non-Trivial Pursuit 
 

Singing together - “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” #252      
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Praying together:  The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and concerns 
 

 

 ...we ask all these things in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray. 

All:  Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we 

forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.   Amen. 

 

Honoring Our Covenants:   

Leader: As our cup overflows, we share from our bounty.  Even as our cup looks to run dry, we 

share from what we have.  As goodness and mercy follows us, we offer our gifts to continue 

God's work for God's people. 

  

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory: Shall We Gather At The River? Arr. Dale Wood    

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:    Doxology 

 

As creatures loved by God we sing  

We bring our praise and offering! 

For Christ who loves us as we are  

We send our love both near and far.  Amen. 

 

Prayer:  Benevolent Shepherd, we ask your blessings on these gifts, that by giving, our cup 

continues to overflow, that by risking to walk through dark valleys we are brought to even higher 

peaks, and that by sharing our abundance we draw closer to you.  Amen 

  

Communion for the Season of Pentecost: 

Invitation:  
For 60 years, congregations across the United States have been sharing this meal as the United 

Church of Christ.  We join with that beloved cloud of witnesses to share in this holy feast, woven 

into this time and place, tied to the hopes and tears of generations.  

So let us gather with eagerness at our Lord’s table, to be filled with good things, blessed for our 

work in the gospel, and sent on our way rejoicing. Amen.   

 

We celebrate an open communion where all who wish to receive are welcome at the table.  This 

table is prepared by God and no human has the right to turn anyone away.  We will serve 

communion by having you come forward and take a piece of bread, dip it in the unfermented 

grape juice, and then eat it.  If you are uncomfortable coming forward, we will come to you. 

 

We remember and thank God for the many ways God has been revealed to us through the ages.  

We remember God creating all that is.  We remember God speaking to Abraham and Sarah, to 

Moses, and the people in the desert, to all the prophets, and the leaders of faith, to Mary and to 
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Joseph, and we remember God being revealed in the life and teachings of Jesus.  For all of these 

amazing acts of God, we come to this table praising God. 

 

Confession: 

P: We confess our sins before God and one another.   

 

P: Risen Lord,   

All: Holy God, we confess that we have sinned against you and against your whole creation.  

We have not love you with our whole being; rather we have loved ourselves at the expense 

of others.  We have ignored the cries of the poor. We have turned away from those in need. 

We have shunned those who are different from us.  Forgive us, O God. Open our eyes, our 

ears, and our hearts to your presence all around us. Transform us in our weakness to live 

with the power of the risen Christ, accepting, loving, and serving all, and living in harmony 

with all that you have made. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Pardon: 

P: In our brokenness God is ever near.  In our time of need, God's love surrounds us. We must 

simply be open to receive it. Sisters and brothers, God knows our brokenness and God is here to 

bring healing and wholeness. Receive the good news of God. Through Jesus Christ we are 

forgiven and by the Holy Spirit we are nurtured to wholeness. 

 

Prayer: 

P:  God be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to God. 
P: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

P:  God of justice and compassion, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we 

offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's 

offering for us.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of bread and cup. Make them 

be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 

redeemed by Christ's blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and 

one in ministry to all the world until Christ comes with peace, and all your children may feast 

united together.  

 

With the faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name: 

 

[sung] Holy, holy, holy Lord, our God of pow’r and might,  

Sing holy, holy, holy! 

Heav'n and earth are full of your majesty! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blest is he who comes in the Name of the Lord! 

Sing loud Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest! 

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord! 
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Telling the story: 

We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, Jesus took bread, gave God thanks, 

broke the bread, and gave it to disciples saying: “This is my body broken for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.”  

 

In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Prayer of Consecration:  Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and cup, 

and bless us that as we receive them at this table, we may offer you our faith and praise, we may 

be united with Christ and with one another, and we may continue faithful in all things. Amen 

 

Invitation to Receive: (Those assisting with communion are invited forward) 

 

Our God prepares a table for us, to break bread with all of God's children.  Jesus invites us all to 

this table, to eat and drink, to taste and see, and to share in the goodness and mercy promised to 

us all.  This is a feast of victory over the valley of dark shadows! Amen 

 

These are the gifts of God for all people of God.  The table is set, come, for all is ready. 
 

Communion is distributed. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving: We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table, where we have known 

the presence of Christ and have received all Christ's gifts.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love 

for one another, and let us show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Risen 

Savior, Amen 

 

Singing together - “Father Almighty, Bless Us” #518     

 

Benediction:  Surely goodness and mercy follow us from this place.  As we depart in peace, let 

us continue to share God's love, God's faithfulness, and God's mercy, in the darkest valleys and 

in the green pastures of our lives.  May God continue to bless us, Creator, Christ, and Sustainer. 

 Amen 

 

  

Postlude:    


