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Fourteenth  Sunday of Ordinary Time—July 3, 2016 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshippers 

Passing the peace 

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

Singing Together     A Mighty Fortress is Our God #439 

Call to Worship:  

 

L: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 

C: come and see what God has done! 

L: Listen, all you who suffer and wear fetters-- 

C: and all who are made to stand far away! 

L: Lift up your voices and cry for mercy; 

C: come before God, and be made whole again! 

 

Hymn    Blessed Assurance #473 

Confession 

 

L: Let us confess our sins before God and one another, first in silent reflection. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

L: Reconciling God,  

C: We bring our lives before you, knowing that we haven’t lived as your faithful people. We 

have been petty. We have complained about our lot. We have been unsupportive of those 

who needed us. And we have doubted your faithfulness. We ask your forgiveness and 

long to be restored by your grace. Amen. 

P: God is indeed faithful, all-knowing, and all merciful. We are pardoned, and we are reconciled by 

the one who never stopped loving us, no matter our mood or our behavior. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 
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Morning Texts: Job 1:1-12 

 

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless and upright, 

one who feared God and turned away from evil. There were born to him seven sons and three 

daughters. He had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five 

hundred donkeys, and very many servants; so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the 

east. 

His sons used to go and hold feasts in one another’s houses in turn; and they would send and invite 

their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when the feast days had run their course, Job 

would send and sanctify them, and he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings 

according to the number of them all; for Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and 

cursed God in their hearts.” This is what Job always did. 

One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came 

among them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, 

“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” The Lord said to Satan, 

“Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and 

upright man who fears God and turns away from evil.” Then Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job 

fear God for nothing? Have you not put a fence around him and his house and all that he has, on 

every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 

But stretch out your hand now, and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” The 

Lord said to Satan, “Very well, all that he has is in your power; only do not stretch out your hand 

against him!” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 

 

Children’s Circle 

  

Sermon:    “What Job Did Not Know” 

Singing together      God of Grace and God of Glory #436 

Praying Together” 

P: We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

P: As Job did not turn away from you, nor did he think only of himself, we also approach your altar 

of mercy and bring our petitions as a sacrifice. Blessed Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Your creation is abundant, O God, and so are the mysteries of this earth. Disaster can strike 

without warning, and its randomness can seem cruel. Be with all who must sort out their lives 
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after fire, flood, storms or other crises. Bring them the support they need to grieve and rebuild. 

Blessed Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: We celebrate the liberties we enjoy as a nation, and as people who are free to choose our own 

path in life. Guard us against short-sighted arrogance or preoccupation only with ourselves and 

those closest to us. Show us true freedom in our connection with all your beloved. Blessed Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: We pray for the suffering, the downtrodden, and the sick (especially), that they may know your 

care and never-failing presence. Blessed Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: Creator of all, we know that there are people in the world who live very differently from the way 

we do. Other cultures, other circumstances – situations we can scarcely imagine. Show us the 

ways we can be a blessing to strangers, and open us to the gift that they can be for our lives. 

Blessed Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Holy are you, O God, and holy are those who have returned to you in light and love perpetual. 

May their lives be our inspiration. Blessed Lord, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

P: We offer you these prayers and entrust all for whom we make petition to your sure and certain 

care, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

Honoring Our Covenants: 
 

L.: We brought nothing into this life, and we taking nothing with us when we leave it. May the time 

in between be one of gratitude and generosity with what we have on loan from you. Bless these 

offerings and those who will receive them, signs of your love for us. Amen. 

The morning offering will now be received. 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory:     “Beautiful Savior” Dale Wood 

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing fo the doxology 
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Bringing forward our gifts:  Old Hundredth tune 

 

Praise God, the love that we all share; Praise God, the beauty everywhere; 

Praise God, the hope of good to be; Praise God, the truth that makes us free.  Amen 

 

Singing together:       “How Beautiful Our Spacious Skies” #594 

Benediction:   

 

Postlude:   “The Washington Post March”  John Philip Sousa 

 


