
Second Sunday of Easter—April 23, 2017 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshipers  

Passing the peace  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

 

Singing Together: #260 Hail The Day That Sees Christ Rise 

 

Call to Worship:  
L: Our risen Lord joins us on the road. 

C: We had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 
L: Jesus who was hidden is revealed in the breaking of bread. 

C: Our eyes are opened and our hearts burn within us! Alleluia! 

All: Amen. 

 

Singing Together: #289 Come Forth, O Love Divine  
    

Morning Text:  Luke 24:13-35 
 

13
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 

14
and 

talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 

came near and went with them, 
16

but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17

And he said to them, “What are you 

discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 
18

Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there 

in these days?” 
19

He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
20

and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. 
21

But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it 

is now the third day since these things took place. 
22

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 

tomb early this morning, 
23

and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 

vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24

Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 

women had said; but they did not see him.” 
25

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets have declared! 
26

Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 

into his glory?” 
27

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures. 
28

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 
29

But they 

urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to 

stay with them. 
30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
31

Then their 

eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 
32

They said to each other, “Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
33

That same 

hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 
34

They were 

saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 
35

Then they told what had happened on the road, and 

how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 
Children’s Circle  
Sermon:    
  

Singing Together: #561 When In Our Music God Is Glorified (Only Choir Sings Verse 2!) 

 

Commissioning of the music ministry: 

Pastor: Let us recognize those who have responded to the call of God to the ministry of music in our church.  Singing, 

playing instruments, and directing ensembles are ministries of Christ among us. 

In grateful appreciation for the gifts of these ministries, we offer our loyal support and our prayers. 

 

To Joel: 



As a leader of music that lifts praise to God, do you joyfully and willingly offer your skills and training, devotion and 

sensitivity to this ministry? 

 

Joel: I do, by the help of God. 

Pastor:  Will you honor those with whom you make music, and in faithfulness to Christ, offer your best for the glory of 

God? 

 

Joel: I will, God being my helper. 

To the Chancel Choir: 

Pastor: The psalmist tells us to sing to God a new song, sing God's praise in the assembly of the faithful.  As worship 

leaders of music that lifts praise to God, do you joyfully and willingly offer your skills and training, devotion and sensitivity 

to this ministry?   

Chancel Choir: I do, by the grace of God. 
Pastor:  Will you honor those with whom you make music, and in faithfulness to Christ, offer your best for the glory of 

God? 

Chancel Choir: I will, God being my helper. 

 

To the Bell Choir: 

Pastor: The psalmist also tells us to praise God with tambourine and dance, to praise God with clanging cymbals, with 

trumpet and lute and harp.   As worship leaders of handbell music that lifts praise to God, do you joyfully and willingly 

offer your skills and training, devotion and sensitivity to this ministry?   

 

Bell Choir: I do, by the grace of God. 
Pastor:  Will you honor those with whom you make music, and in faithfulness to Christ, offer your best for the glory of 

God? 

Bell Choir: I will, God being my helper. 

 

To all the musicians assembled: 

Pastor: May the faith expressed by your music live in your heart, and what you believe in your heart, practice in your life.  

And may God give you grace to offer your music and your life in faithfulness and consecration, now, and in the world to 

come. 

 

To the congregation: 

Pastor: As a congregation, will you support Joel, the Chancel Choir, the bell choir, and all the musicians who bless us with 

their time and talents, and bless them with your encouragement and your prayers, as together we seek to call upon and 

praise God? 

 

People: We will, God being our helper.  May God give us all grace to offer our music and our lives in faithful service, 

thanksgiving, and praise. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray: 

O Lord, our God, bless these ministers of music who offer their talents in your service. 

Grant them love for you and for all your people.  May their music inspire us all to give 

glory to your holy name.  Amen. 
 
     
Praying together:  The pastor will request the congregation share its joys and concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer, with time for silent reflection. 



 ...we ask all these things in Jesus' name, who taught us to pray. 

All:  Our Creator in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.   

Amen. 

 
Honoring Our Covenants:   
Leader: Sometimes, the stranger who walks with us is Jesus, hidden from our awareness.  When we offer our 
hearts in hospitality, Jesus becomes known to us through our own giving. 
 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 
 

Offertory: Gwalshmai from Four Carol Preludes – Richard Purvis 
     

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing of the doxology 

 

Bringing forward our gifts:   

 

Let trumpets sound and voices sing! 

Let all on earth their praises bring! 

For Christ has conquered sin and death 

And given life eternal breath.  Amen. 

 
Tune: Old Hundredth  

Text: John H. Danner 

 

 

Prayer: 

When we open our hearts in hospitality, you respond. Accept these gifts and makes us ever welcoming to your children in 

need, both in body and in spirit. In Jesus’ name, Amen 

 

Singing Together: #257 Alleluia! Gracious Jesus!  

      

Benediction:  
Follow now the new path Christ has opened up for us. Just around the corner of your life is a spiritual surprise! Easter! Christ is 
Risen!  
May our hospitality open up new ways of seeing those who join us on the road. Amen. 

  

Postlude: Fanfare – Richard Proulx    


